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PREFACE. 


T is a fine remark of Lord Bacon, 
that, „As wines, which, at firſt 
« preſſing, run gently, yield a more 
ce pleafant taſte than thoſe, where the 
“ wine-prefs is hard wrought, becauſe 
te thofe ſomewhat reliſh of the ſtone 
te and skin of the grape; ſo thoſe ob- 
ec ſervations are moſt wholeſome and 
& ſweet, which flow) from Scriptures 
&« gently expreſſed, and naturally ex- 

te pounded, and are not wreſted or 
« drawn aſide to common places, or 
0 controverſies.” 
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u PREFACE. 
OzszRvaTIONS of this kind may 
certainly be made, to great advantage, 
on. h;/torical portions of Scripture more 
eſpecially ; ſince, as the ſame incom- 
parable author tells us elſewhere, 
« Knowlege drawn freſhly, and as it 
« were in our view, out of particulars, 
« knows | the way beſt to particulars 
again; and. it hath much greater life 
« for practice, when the diſcourſe ar- 
tc tends. upon the example, than when 
lane example attends upon the diſ- 
«courſe; A Macbiavel handled. mat- 
«ters. of Poligp,, and | government, by 
| 00 diſcour ſes of obiſtory,. and; example 
& taken from Liu. The doctrines 
and duties of Chriſtianity are, in like 
manner, beſt deduced. from the, fas 
| on which it is founded. The narration 
flurniſheth both matter and method for 
| the diſcourſe, which is heard with 
— and remembered with eaſe. 


His roy 
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Hs ron and biography are fre- 
quently employed in the ſervice of er- 
ror and vice. They may operate as ef- 
fectually in the recommendation of 
truth and virtue. Example ſhews truth 
as it were embodied; and while it 
diſplays the excellency of virtue, de 
monſtrates its practicability. The con- 
templation of faith, as it diſcovereth 
itſelf in the lives of patriarchs and 
prophets, apoſtles and ſaints, inclineth 
us to believe as they did; and the fight 
by the divine aſſiſtanoe; ſurmounted 
all obſtructions, and continued to walk 
in the paths of righteouſneſs, naturally 
ſuggeſteth; to every beholder,” the 
queſtion - What ſhould hinder me 

from doing the ſane? 
Or roRTUNITIES for ſuch [ecbveifoi 
are continually afforded by the return 
of thoſe days, whereon we commemo- 
b 2 rate 


> ARERAGE 


rate the heroic. piety of ancient wor- 
thies, diſtinguiſhed in the annals o 
religion; whoſe, ary preſeuteth us 
with ocqurrences, not, like thoſe, re- 
lated, in ſecular. hiſtories, of uſe only 
to politicians and generals, but uni- 
verſally intereſting; inſtructing us in 
the art of governing the little king- 
dom within; of atchieving the great- 
eſt conqueſts, and gaining the maſt 
Shores Masern: fince ( Better. id he | 
et that xuleth his ſpirit, than he chat 
« taketh a, city; teaching us ho to 
hs the, life, and die the death of the 
righteous ;, a twofold task, which every 
man hath upon his hands, and in the 
performance of which he cannot fail, 
but at the hazard; of 5 
valuable than crowyns and ſceptres. 
nba vt big dig) lonobemitno: 
Tuk — — is the following Gon+ 
. fuderations was directed, in the choice 


of 
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of his ſubject, by the circumſtances of 
his ſituation; ſome parts of them having 
been delivered from the paul pit, as oc 
ö caſion called for them, in the chapel 
| of St. Mary Magdalen College, upon 
| the anniverſary of the nativity of St. 
b John the Baptiſt, before a learned and 
a moſt reſpectable audience. The fa- 
vourable manner, in which they were 
| then heard, hath! encburaget him to 
5 reviſe, enlarge, and digeſt them into 
˖ their preſent fottn. The reader hath 
ö now before him a compleat hiſtory” of 
5 the Baptiſt, extracted hm the Evan- 
g 
8 
5 
: 


geliſts, and methodized according to 
the order of time, in which the events 
appear to have happened, with fuck: 
obſervations and reflections as the ſeye- 
ral parts of it ſeemed to fugpeſt} for the 


confirmation of faith, and the advance- 
+ ment of holineſs. jo ou 21 
f 
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vi PRE EA C. E. 
A attentive peruſal of the fubſe- 


quent pages may, it is hoped, be of 


ſervice to the younger ſtudents in 


theology, with a view to hom — 1 
to thoſe more particularly of the 


ciety, whoſe welfare and proſperity 
the author is bound by every tie to 


conſult and promote, as they were at 
firſt compoſed, ſo they are now pub- 
line; that, beholding the” Lins 
which a themſelves in the exalt te 

character here offered to their inſpec- 
tion, they may be fired with a noble 


ambition. to bear their teſtimony to the 
beſt of maſters, and, from a well ſpent 


retirement, come forth bright examples 
of temperance and purity, zeal and 
knowlege, integrity and conſtaney, to 
preach Repentance, and Proclaim Sal- 
vation. ; "163 
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St. John in the Old Teſtament. 57. 


AO; SE C- 


* 


CONTENTS. 


SECTION V. 
Conſiderations on the appearance, dacirine, 
and baptiſm of St. 2 2 74 


— * N% 
— 


SECTION VI. 


Conſiderations on the teſtimony born by St. 
John, at different times, to the Me effiab- 


Sip of Jeſu. O 1 T-3I4 LOS 


e SECTION VIL 


bees, on tbe inpriſonment bs S.. 
John, the meſſage ſent by him to Cbriſt, 
and the anſwer returned to it. 118. 


SECTION VIII. 
Conſiderations on the circumſtances - St. 
John Neath. HT „ ec 


_ firmament, one ſtar differeth from 
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Sr. JOHN Tuz BAPTIST. 


2" "SECTION I. 
Conſiderations on the nativity of St. John, 
and the circumſtances that attended it. 


HE lights of the intellectual, Secr. I. 
like thoſe of the natural fyſtem, WY 

are not all of equal magnitude 

and luſtre. In the church, as in the 


A * ano- 
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Conſiderations on the Life and Death 


Secr. I. e another ſtar in glory.” Each contri- 
P buteth it's ſhare towards diſſipating the 


darkneſs with which we are ſurrounded; 

but ſome, by their ſuperior ſplendor, 
immediately attract and dazzle the eye 
of the beholder. Conſpicuous, above 
others, is the character of St. John the 
Baptiſt, that bright precurſor of the 
ſun, and harbinger of the morning, who 
aroſe to give notice of Meſſiah's approach, 
and to prepare the world for his recep- 
tion : burning, and ſhining, he ran his 
courſe, proclaiming to the inhabitants 
of the earth, Repent, for the kingdom 
« of heaven is at hand;” in other words, 
« The night is far ſpent, the day is at 
% hand; caſt off therefore the works 
« of darkneſs, and put on the armour 
of light*. Awake, thou that ſleep- 
« eſt, and ariſe frem the dead, and 


«© Chriſt ſhall give thee light“. 


PRAISE is ever valuable in propor- 
tion to the judgment and integrity « be 
him who beſtoweth it; and the pane- 
gyric is truly honourable, when the pa- 
EYE is one e who will not fatter, and 


: a Do Xill, 12. 
* Epheſ. v. 14. 


539 ] 
£ | * e 


of St. Jon the BAPTIST. 3 


who cannot be deceived. How then ſhall Ser. I. 
we raiſe our thoughts to conceive ade- 


— . TT WY. WY 


n their praiſes of St. Fohn, as the great 
5 pattern of repentance; the relation of 
8 Chriſt; the friend of the bridegroom; 
7 the herald of the king immortal ; the 
, glory of ſaints, and the joy of the world. ; 
t IT! is obſervable, that the Baptiſt's g 
8 nativity is the only one (that of Chriſt 1 
8 excepted) which the church has thought 
* proper to celebrate. The days appointed | | 
d for the commemoration of other ſaints 1 
are generally thoſe on which they re- 4 
* ſpectively ceaſed from their labours, and | 
"oF entered into their everlaſting” reſt; the | f 
1 day of à good man's death being indeed | | 
a- the day of his birth, and this world no N 
more than the womb in which he is YZ 


quately of a perſon, whoſe encomium 
Was ſpoken by the Son of God, and 
concerning e that Son of God de- 
clared, '«« Among them that are born of 
«© women there hath not ariſen a greater 
# than John the Baptiſt *.” After this 
declaration made by the maſter, the 
diſciples cannot well be hyperbolical in 


formed and matured for his admiſſion 


2 Matt. xi. 11. 
A 2 into 
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Confiderations on the Life and Death 


Seer. I. into a better, where there is neither 
WY crying nor pain. But the nativity of St. 


Jobn being deſigned, by the remarkable 
incidents that accompanied it, to turn 
the eyes of men towards one who was far 


greater; one, the latchet of whoſe ſhoes 


he confeſſed himſelf not worthy to un- 


looſe ; the church keeps a day ſacred to 


it, and directs us to begin our medita- 
tions by conſidering, as all Judea did 
when it happened, what manner of 
child *” that ſhould be, which was ſo 
wonderfully born. 

HE whoſe works are all wrought in 
number, weight, and meaſure, bring- 
eth every event to paſs in it's proper 
ſeaſon. The time approached which had 
been decreed. in the counſels of the 
Moſt High, foretold by the Prophets, 
and ardently defired by holy men of 
old, when the Son of God ſhould be 
manifeſted, to redeem his people from 
death, and to lead them in the path of 


life. As this redemption was not to be 


effected by fleſhly might and power, the 


ſpiritual king of Mael choſe to make 


his appearance, when the houſe of Da- 


Luke i. 66. 
vid 


F St. Joux the BAPTIST. > 

p vid was like a root buried in the earth; Szcr. I. 
and therefore his forerunner was born 
> « in, the days of Herod the king; 
l days, when his countrymen were under 
r a foreign juriſdiction, and the proſpect 
8 on all ſides was gloomy. True indeed 
: it is, that the ſacred lamp went not out 
0 in the temple, where the good old Si- 
. meon and the devout Auna ſerved God 
d inſtantly with faſtings and prayers, and 
f waited, as many. others did, with ear- 
D neſt expectation, for the conſolation. of 

Hrael. They were not diſcouraged by 
n the groſs darkneſs which then covered 
* the earth, but rather concluded from 
1 thence, that the dawn of day could not 
d be far off; as the mercies of heaven 
e generally come when man moſt wants, 
8, and, humanly ſpeaking, has leaſt ground 
of to hope for them; to the end that he 
e may with thankfulneſs receive. the be- 
m nefit, and with humility give God the 
of glory. And this may be an uſeful leſſon 
be to thoſe who ſhall live in the latter days 
he of the Gentile church, which are. to 
ke precede the ſecond advent of Chriſt, 
a= when they will behold the religion of 

| Luke i. 5. 

vid . Chriſtians 
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Conſiderations on the Life and Death 


Ser. I. Chriſtians degenerated into an empty 


form, and their zeal and love frozen at 
the fountain; when daily multiplying 
hereſies, like the frogs in Egypt, ſhall 
infeſt and contaminate all things; when 
infidelity ſhall rage and ſwell, and ini- 
quity of every kind ſhall abound.” Sights 
like theſe may confound and ſtagger 
thoſe who ſhall then be ignorant of the 
ſcriptures, and weak in faith. But an 
acquaintance with the divine diſpenſa- 
tions will turn them into ſo many argu- 
ments for the truth of evelation. and 


the "approach of the day of God. 


«« When theſe things begin to come to 
re paſs q hen look up, and lift up your 
ce heads; for your redemption draweth 
«nigh *:” then be found, with Shnenn 
and Anna, in the temple, waiting for 
the conſolation of Mael. 

WHEN we read of men who have 
done good in their generations, and 
ſhone às lights in the world, curioſity 
naturally leads us to enquire after their 
connections and relations, and eſpeciall y 
after the happy perſons choſen to be the 
inſtruments of conveying ſuch bleflings 


2 Luke Xx, 28. 
to 


of St. Jo nN the BarTIsr. 7 


to the church. The ſcripture account Ser. J. 
of Zacharias and Eligabethi is conciſe, LY 
but comprehenſive, ' He was * a prieſt 
«« of the courſe of Alia, ſhe was of 
« the daughters of Aaron, and “ they 
% were both righteous before God, 
« walking in all the commandments 
« and ordinances of the Lord, blame- 
« leſs*. The courſe of Abia was the 
eighth in order of the twenty four cour- 
ſes of prieſts, appointed to relieve each 
other in the ſervice of the temple, 
where, during their miniſtration, they 
reſided in the chambers allotted them 
for that purpoſe; that ſo, being ſequeſ- 
tered from the cares and pollutions of 
the world, they might wait on the 
« Lord without diſtraction,“ perform- 
ing the outward ceremonies of the law, 
and exerciſing their faith in the con- 
e templation of thoſe heavenly things 
d ſhadowed out by them. This holy office 
y Zacharias, in the worſt of times, adorn- 
ir ed and beautified with a correſpondent 
y holineſs of life. The ſpirit of the ſanc- 
Ee tuary reſted upon him, and manifeſted 
'S itſelf. in the fruit of righteouſneſs ; a 
III Luke i. 5, 6. 
0 I | righteouſ- 
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Secr. I. righteouſneſs, which exceeded that of 
te Scribes and Phariſees, approvi: ing it- 


Confiderations on the Liſe and Death 


ſelf in the fight of God,” to'whom are 
known the ſecrets of the heart, as well 
as in that of men, who are witneſſes 
only of the external deportment. Thro' 


the ſtrength of this ſpirit} he walked 
in the path of an uniform obedience, 


an invariable obſerver of thoſe ordinan- 


ces which were at that titiie the facra- 


mental means and pledges f ardon and 
acceptance, through faith 1 bim, of 


whoſe advent he was a devout xpe ectant. 


From ſuch a father, and'a woher Wor- 
thy of him, 'who graced tlie line of 


"Hs by A like inviolable fandity of - 
manners, was the Baptiſt 0 deſcend; 
that the Fews "mig ht habe Ho iff 


A Uug 


objection againſt Bim; that he m 
be a proper forerunner of one 88517 = 


to make all the world in Tove with 'the 


beauty of holineſs ; that it might ap- 


pear wherein true nobility of birth con- 
ſiſteth, viz. in a dessen from perſons 
conſecrated to the ſervice of God, and 
of an exemplary piety ; and laſtly, to 


aſſure us, that on the heads of thoſe, 


who to a holy profeſſion add a holy life, 
Ut | will, 


of St. Jon nthe. Bara. 


will, ſooner or later, deſcend. the choi- Szcr. I. 
ceſt bleſſings which heaven hath to be. 


ftow on the ſons of men. 
Bur let not ſuch be impatient, 1 
cauſe thoſe bleflings are for a while de- 
ferred. ' He, who ſends them, beſt 
knows the proper time of ſending them, 
and often ſees it neceflary, for many 
reaſons, to exerciſe the faith and patience 
of his ſervants, Who may always reſt 
ſatisfied, that in due ſeaſon he will bring 
every thing to , paſs, which will con- 
duce, to their true welfare. The ſcrip- 
ture, having witneſſed of Z acharias and 
Elizabeth, that they were both right- 
** eous before God, walking in all the 
** commandments and ordinances of the 
Lord blameleſs, proceedeth, in the 
very next words, to inform us, that 
« they had no child, becauſe that Eli- 
« zabeth was barren, and they were both 
« will ſtricken in years. They who 
ſtand higheſt inthe favour of God, may, 
therefore, during the greateſt part of 
their lives, want the external and viſible 


marks of it, and lie under the burden 


a Luke 1 
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Seer. IL. of & reproach among 
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Confiderations on the Life and Death 
men as was 


But theſe two pious perſonis Mien their 
condition, in this reſpect , ſcemed deſ- 
ate; were upon the ede of Felicity. 
or of parents at their time of liſe John 
was to be born; that ſo the miraculdus 
marmer of his birth might Excite the 
attention tf mankind; and diſpbſt them 
to liſten to his vote Hen it thould be 
heard in the Wilderneſs; and alſb, that 
it might prepare chem for” Arat great 
event Which Was taking place, as the 
prophet Vat had foretold A vir- 
«« vin” mall ebtieeive; | ind bear à ſon.“ 
In'cireuthſtanttes fel with thbſe of 
St. John, were , of old, Haac; and 
Poſeph, and Semin, and Sammel, all of 
thein illuſtriods forerunners of Meſſiah, 
in dne ot other of his three characters, 
prophetical, facerdotal, or regal pan 
did not God intend; by ſo often cuuſing 
« the barren woman to keep hoffe, and 
« and to becbme a joyful mother of 
children,“ to make that power known, 
by which the incarnation” of che Re- 
deemer and the fruitfulneſs of his church 


2 Luke i. 25. 


Were 


| r $7? He. 1. Gal. ir. £208 
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when, according to 
phatical injunction of {/aiab was obeyed, 
Sing O barren, tho that didſt not 
bear 1 break forth; into ſinging, and 
ry albud, thou that; Aa not travel 
with child?!“ 
HShe is ea difhavieg 
with fidelity the; duties of his calling. 
takes the ſureſt way to obtain the con- 
tihuation and increaſe of his heavenly: 
Maſter g favours. A fon. was promiſed 
to Zachanias, While he executed the 
<« prieſt's oſee before God, as the ri- 
tual of the church enjgined, In the 
order gf; his courſe, and acchrding t 
the cuſtm . The reflection of a 
pious witer upon this cireumſtance is 
no deſi quſt than beautiful. One prieſt 
dealong, I ſays he, intent on his duty, 
Who] diffuſes the) ſweet ſavour 0 
Chriſt, and is conſtant in prayer, 


e drawa don on the people more bleil- 


inge chan a great numher of negligent 
prieſts. A. man ought, continues. he, 
to diſcharge all the din Sal 

AO RW OL 


> Luke i. 8, 9. Date: 
B 2 


2 the latter days, Szer. J. 
Faul, the pro- 
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Confiderations on be Life und Dratbh 


Srcr. I. tions with the ſpitit of the facred mi- 
s niſtry, as before God, anch unden his 


immediate inſpectiono; to 2perform 
te them in order; in his proper: ſtation, 
« ithout ambitioufly ſeeking ianthigh+ 
er; to do nothing merely of his own 
«:will, but to c obſerve thef,Nell w eſta- 
e hliſhed caſtonic as being the neceſſary 
<«-ſecurities-of/peace. This is the truth 
s hich theſe ſtiadows prefigured, and: 
«theſe the diſpoſitions worth mini- 
« ſter of the true fample, nhich ds the 
«church; od 36 dvs TUN 
Tur annuntiation of qbhe:Baptift's 
conception happened at thetime ot in- 
cenſe,” when his father, having put on 
the robe of honour) and being elothed, 
like the great Mediator whom he per- 
ſonated, with the garments of glory and 
beauty, entered into the temple q hile 
the whole congregation of th people; 
aſſembled without, ſent up theimunited 
prayers to be aceepted at the thione of 
grace, through the interceſſion which 
was then making for them by the levi- 
tical prieſt, acting in the name of him 
who was to “ ariſe after the order of 
„ Melchiſedek, and not to be called 


2 8 « after 


- "of Sr. Jou the BAPTIST. 13 
<< after-the :order of Aaron. While Szer. I. 
the joint prayers» of prieſt and people cons 
were thus offered up With the blood of 
ſprinkling, and the ſweet-ſmelling fa- 
vour of the holy incenſe, an angel ſud- 
denly appeared to Zacbumias, as he was 
executinghis office in the temple; that 
being the place to which thoſe bleſſed 
ſpirits, When they viſit theſe: lower re- 
gions, ever delight to reſort, as bearing 
the neareſt reſemblance to the happy 
manſions ſtom which they deſcend. 

Bur whether it be, that the glory 
of i celeſtial ſpirits overpowers the facul- 
ties 06 human nature, ur that man, con- 
ſcious of having ſinned againſt heaven, 
naturally trembles at the ſight of a mef- 
ſenger from thence, we find, the ap- 
pearancs of an angeb had the ſame ef- 
fect upon ¶ucbarias, the bleſſed virgin, 
ant; the ſhepherds : they were all ſore 
e fraich! Their minds muſt be firſt 
compolet, and put ãntoſ a capacity of 
receivingothe) heavenly titlings brought 
them by ther good angels, Who, like 
good men, manifeſt themſelves by the 
gracious and encouraging manner of 

Heb. vii. 11. 
5591. their 
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14 Confideratipns on tbe Liſe and Death 


Srer. 1 their ,addrefs,, and having removed all 
miſconceived apprehenſiens, ptoaeed to 
inſtruct and comfort thoſe to — 
are ſent- Fear not, Lacharias, fat 
* thy prayer is heard, andthy wife 

% Elizabeth, ſhall bear thee 45K. fa. 
Zacharias ;had prayed for: the 
tion of Ife by Meſſiah, and therefore 
was honoured hy being made, in a won- 
detful manner, the father of chis illuſ- 
trious forerunner. The prieſt Was anxi- 
ous for the welfare of the chureh} and 
the man was bleſſed in his on pritate 
cpncerns. He ſought iff fuſt theiking- 
and the hleſſing of a ſon wes: 4 added 
t unto him H- Thy wife Elizabeth 
ff. (hall; bear thee a ſons and: thou thalt 
call his name, Johαm, that is, bring 
interpreted, the gnaca, or fi and 
ang ſhall-xejoice; at his birth: not 
anly.-thou- halt rejoice,; and \Rimabeth 
with thee,-at the birth of:a-fom ſo long 
deſpaired of, and ſuch a ſon toasiibut:ãt 
ſuall be matter of joyc at hthe time; to 
ab who. look for rrdemption; and after- 
wards, thou ſands and millions Mall re- 


Luke 1. 43. . 
(41 Jouce 
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joice at he remembrance of it; the day Szcr. I. 


ſhall be kept as a feſtival throng 


generations; with je y And gladnefs thall 
it be kept) thankſpiving and the voice 
of meledy Encoraged by the ex- 
ample of Zaucbariur, let the prieſts, the 


minifters df the Lord, be fiever weary 


ofo waiting for his loving Kindneſs In the 
midſt of his tetnple. Let it be thie de- 
liglb of their lives to eecute their office, 
every one in that order and ſtation in 
whlch he Ib placed. Se m God make 
them to hear of oy and gladneſs, and 
grunt them to behold cat AldeefF ef their 


labburs fer the conwerſibff Of ſinners, 


and the ediftcation of hi people. Plie 
chutehj[like Elizubrrh, ſhall bring forth 
ſtot im Her old age, and Her friends ſhall 
rejoice greutly, when they hear that the 
Lord hath\ſhewed metey on her.. 
Dis rR Os T of Providente, and the 
accompliſhment of it's defigns, when 
appearantes=are on the other fide, will 
ſometimes invade the hearts of the beſt 
of men; aid Zacburiar himſelf ſo far 
partook of the ĩneredulous ſpirit which 
at that period had poſſeſſed the ſyna- 
Luke i. 58. 


gogue, 


hout SS 
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zer. I. gogue;, that he *<ſought. after a fi. 
hereby ſhall I know. this? For 
4 I am an ald man. and my. Wife well 

« ſtricken in years... How different, in 

a parallel caſe, Was dhe behaviont of his 
father Abraham, of. which. St. Paul has 

left 1 us the following exalted deſcription. 

---© Who againſt hope believed in hope, 

10 that he might become the father of 
many nations, according to that which 

« was ſpoßen, So, ſhall, thy, 56d, be. 

« And being not Wea! ith, he con- 

« ſidered not his own body now, dead. 

« neither yet, 8. CR nah! 
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| «« womb. He. Raggered:pot it the. ren 
Cl « miſe of God through, unpelief, hut 
| 2 855 Argng in faith, gixins lem, te 
1 « God, and being fully perluadeds. that 
|| « what he had promuled He was 1 — 
| il « to perform*.” The Sa 
| j rias, however, was complied, with, and 
0 a ſign was granted him. — upiſn- 
| ment of, his Werte The uſe, of that 
Wi tongue, Which, inſtead of. giving glory 
We to God, had been employed in raiſing 
1 objections, was taken from him, and a 
WH | | 
ö Rom. iv. 18. 
0 filence 
0 
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ſilenee of ſome months was impoſed as $zer. I. 

à penanet för the abuſe of ſpeech. 

B UT * en the wonderful child was 
born, \ even before his birth, en- 
tered upßetr his prophetical office, and 
gave teſtimony to his Saviour in the 
womb, then declaring,” by his exulta- 
tiom, what die afterward did by words, 
«YHehotd the Lamb bf God; and Za- 
chirias hid. #cknowledged' the Gr of 
God, by Areritn that his name ſhould 
be Jou; then the burhi of the father 
us opeted“ and; to fle us the pro- 
pet” etniplbyment bf ile tohgue, when 
heaben gränts the üſe f it, he praiſed 
God? Fuftlr reſtored What incredu- 
lity Batch taken ay; «Ho bene ved, and 
«*tHerefoft he ſpake. And his heart 
häying deen prepared, by flence and re- 
tifertient,” for the reception of celeſtial 
A ry ke was fiow filled with the 

Hey Obo, and brake forth into 
that divitie hymm, Which ſhalt be the 
ſubjett of Be next ſection. 
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Confiderations, on the Life and Death 
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N ON Gi the alterations in na- 
ture, which notify the return of 
fpring;: no one is more pleafing, than 
the exchange of a long andi melancholy 
ſilence, for that melody which then re- 
ſoundeth' onveiery; fide of us, in the 
woods and fields: Som hath not for- 


gotten this eircumſtance, inis ſhort 


but lovely:deſctiption- of that delightful 


ſeaſon. Lo; the winter iso paſt, the 
4 rain is over and gone the flowers ap- 
</ pear on the earth, the time of the 
10 finging of birds is, come, and the 
ai voice of the turtle is hdard in our 
4 ffland . The advent af Meſſiah was 

announced, ina ſimilar manner, to the 
church; and we may ſay of it, in the 
words of the Roman poet, which, like 
thoſe of Caiaphas, contained much more 


* Cant. ii. 11. 
than 


"of $f.) Joux the Bxrrrsr. 


than he was aware of who uttered 
them, W 


Aſpice, uenturo lætentur ut omnia ſcclo! 


For now; the bleſſed virgin magni- 
e fieth the Lord, and her ſpirit rejoiceth 
* in God her Saviour :” the father of 
the Baptiſt ·bleſſeth the Lord God of 
« Ifrael, fot having viſited and redeemed 
„his people :“ the angels themſelves 
deſcend in full choir, to ꝓerform an an- 
them in honbur of their Lord and ours: 
and old Suncun cloſeth all with his affect - 
ing farewell to the world; Lord, now 
««letteftithou thy ſervant depart in peace, 
« according; to thy word; for mine eyes 
t have ſeen thy ſal vation. Thus did 
all break forth into joy, and ſing to- 


ee gether becauſe the Lord had com- 


e forted his people, and redeemed Jeru- 
« ſalem H becauſe the ſun of righteouſ- 


neſs, by His viſitation of the earth, was 
putting a period to a dreary winter, and 
introdueing, in it's ſtead, a new and 
more glorious ſpring. And as ſpring is 
the morning of the yeat, Cowley's ad- 
dreſs to the material light, which is 

C 2 ” 


19 


Sect. II. 
3 


6.04 
——— 


* —— —— N 
‚— PPV ˖Ä 0 * — — —ẽ mẽ e — 
* = - =D . * 
— - — - — —- — — 
© 9 - 22323 


7 


— 2 . DN — — —— — —— 


— — 80 — 
775555 
. 1 * 


—— — 
— — — 
* - + a4 — — 


” — 7 


— ——— — . 


- — — — 


7s 4 == 
— = 


 Confideratiousi0n\#he. Laſe and Death 


1 I. but. a faint, copy, may be eke * 


great original himſelf; 


When thou lift ſt 4% thy radiant a 
Out of tbe morning's v Bed, 

.. | Thy eboir birdt about thee play, 
And all \the joyfut world ſalutes the 


—__ 
Tu E byma which we arg nvidraſent 


to, conſider, is that of Zarbarian. The 


oggaſion on which, it was indited, was 
the birth of St/ Jol the ſubject is 
the covenant. of, grace in. Chriſt Jeſus : 
the language 49 that. 9h che. On Wat 
ment x old ;FFFRS 
new things ;. the ſpraker:is 3 
2 prophet, . Full af the Holy Ghoſt.” 
URING, a tedious intervab of ſilence, 
5 had, beheld the accompliſh- 
1 the divine promiſe to himſeli; 
e knew: likewiſe, that the Saviour 
e would ſoon be horn of his 
10 lation, the virgin Mam. We may 
judge, therefore, what pain and, grief 
he felt, while. reſtrained fromm uttering 
that 8 pe matter, of hich his heart 
ull, chat when at length God 
pod it to remove the mound, it burſt 
forth 


. Jaun the RArrrar. 
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forth at oncg in an impetnous and itre. Ser. NR. 


\ > W men 14 In 


1.6 ONS be. the Lord God of 
AIſcacl, for he hath viſited and 


bo *%, redegmed. hig ne 


(DES 
I'T was no new thing for cc the God 


« of Ie” to vidit and redeem his 
t people. He had often done it, when 
they were in affliction and captivity: 
But / to viſit. and redeꝶm, was not all 
that he intended to dd for his choſty. 
Througli things tompotu Ehe was deftirous 


that they: ſhould Jbl a things eternal. 


and carry on their views Hons a badily to 
a. ſpiritual vA emption, in which all "his 
counſels tefminated; 4 redemption to be 
effected by his viſting mankind, dwell- 
ing among them in a tabernacle of fleſh, 
and in that! tabernacle offering up the 


true propitiatory ſacrifice ; a redemption, 


that ſhould extend to Gentiles as Well 
as Jews, and of both make one people, 
a neu Mues, of Which he ſhould be the 
Lord God, for evetmoræ. How gracious 
this vation: How aſtoniſhing t this = 


DNF Luke I. 68, "Wh. 
demption | 


Laue ene of thankſgiving 
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Confiderations on the Liſe and Death 


Secr. Il. demption „ Rleſſed be the Lord God 
of Ifrael, for He bath viſitec and fe- 


To 


TE deemed his eo ple, 2 

40 — J ns 10115 
2. And Rath raiſed up an horn of 
4 ſalvation for us, in the houſe 

ce „of His ſervant +" eG 

- DITION ; 1091914 ul doit 25 

ly þ the o1s Teſtament, we read con- 
tinually of Saviours and Deliverers 
* raiſed up” by God, to reſcue his peo- 
ple, from km to time, out '6f tlie hands 
of their op oppreſſor Fs. But öf them We 
may ſay, as" the Apoſtle does of the 
Levitical pri fs. % hey were not ſof- 
* fered to continue; by PO of death*. s 6! 
And thetefote, "we may atgu 0 
caſe,” as he doth in the other, 
of them could be the true 8 Avibur f 
Mall, the ſubject of t , promiſes. 
Neither Mgſes, Shs bro ght them out 
of Egypt, nor Joſhua who ſettled them 
in Canaan, was He that modid come,” 
but they were ſtill to“ took for ahtio- 
ther.“ And fo on, through the whole 


> 0e @ 


calendar of temporal ſaviours, Who, 


like the legal miniſters, “ ſerved only,” 


2 Heb. vii. 23. 
by 


alſo “ King immor a. mighty 


And to. this agree the e words of the an- 


of St, Jen tbe, BaprISs T. 23 


by their wars and victories, \ “to the Szer. II. 
6e example and ſhadow. of heavenly PD 
things. The body, or ſubſtance, in 

either inſtance, was of Chriſt.” For or 

he who aroſe. a Prieſt ff e aroſe 


horn, or powen of falvations;- a Moſes, to 
deliver us from this preſent evil world; 
a. Jaſbua, to put us in poſſeſſion of the 
heavenly Canaan; in ſhort, every thing, 
ta fill up eyery prefigurative character. 
This, mighty Saviour, this omnipotent 
ige of J/rgel God rai 7 up * in, the 
« hoyſe of his ſeryant Day! 
had, promiſed, . that of the fruit of 
40 body according to the 1 eſh, he would 
« raiſe. up Chriſt to fit, on his throne *.” 


Sh. £5 % 


Waal the annuntiation, ** The Lord 

98 d hall give unto. him the throne 
« of hig father David, and he mall 
cc « reign ever and ever over the houſe 
«« of Jacqh,, and of 50 wen there 


b 2» 
«* ſhall, be no 90 e | 
viodur 5, { 4 Fes 700! TY 7 X 
ſalm « Gerad 11 405 u. 306. wt 
e ir rogers 14 Teh nle; 
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Confiderationt om rs Lift au Deatl: 


N. it ind 100 nigrtes 2e offs 300 8 29 


„ „be profinigd hp nt 


g 10 u˖,,”- of; his holy prophets, which 
11> 9/1: * have, been ſince the: word 


= begin 2d do an nů-j 


= 9 .wollot 63 21 380d1 Volg 503 


ad man's redemption, God defti.not-the 
World | without informatba ftum the 
Hegiiming : ſoothat wherener we finfl 
ignorance, it muſt be charged t the 
account of man, as having rejected, and 
mat to that noffi his, Maker, -as having 
danied the natceſſary means bf iniſtruc- 
tion.. We dde the uhtiftidim dharch now 
ſupported, in her belief of MeMah's 
ſeconchadvent, am which:alk-herrtBpes 
aro: fed, by. the diſnounſes b H tlie 
Apoſtles, as cithe antlent aHůr CHN. 
byiported inen helief ef hie fit ad 
vent, by theidifoonrits ofthe prophets. 

Fhere is n ore difficulty im die caſe 
man in the other. The aneients ved in 
faith, and fo do we. Theydiedum faith; 
<-not having received the proiniſes, 


and ſo muſt we: for thought ſume pro- 


miſes ate fulfilled, yet s are not; 
web 3 in this world. Our know- 
— lege 


V St. Jon te BapTIST, © 25 


lege is not the leſs certain, nor our faith, Scr. II. 
ban upon dt, the leſs firm, becauſe r 
have not ect and adequate notions of 
the matinier of Chriſts coring, the cir- 
cumſtances of the laſt judgment, and 
the glory that is to follow. The fa#s 
are ſufficiently predicted q for an idea of 
the mod wie muſt be contented to wait, 
till faith ſhall give place to fight.” And 
let the ſame — be rü to 
the pattiarohs and 8 I INETONY 
bas .bo9Bojo1 gnivedt es a8 19 51150 
ay That we! ould: be Lud 
21/7111 *Fronm our enemies, and from 
401 gots dhe hand of all that Hate 2 
des io 1090 190 ar: Doi 
30 Tx etenmies and the ſalvation, hack 
intended ey Zacharias, are, without 
doubt iuſpiritual- Such a ſalvation 
therefore, from ſuch enemies, 1s God 
«.promiſedi!by: the mouth of his holy 
«prophets which: have been ſince the 
world began. When he ſaved his 
peuple of old from rbeir enemies, and 
from the hand of all that hated rm, 


his mercy ſo diſplayed was a figure for 


* 


d Ferre KN F LPR” 


the: time preſent, à pledge and 
earneſt of n {Rs as if he 
q 4 had 


_ had ſaid. I ſhell he; greater-things 
s than theſc;!! And the plalme formerly 


Conſiderations on(#he;yfe\ and Death 


compoſed t9:6glebrate the deliyarance of 
{frach from ligypiran and Babylonian caps 
tivities, .arg,, now, uſed by the: church 
Cbriſtian to, praiſe Gad for ſalvation 
from. ſin, death, and Satan a, they are 
ſung ar in the kiagdom ef Meſs: 
ba. « Ol things are paſſed away, be · 
«« hold, all things. are become newer 
legal figures ang vaniſhed and the terms 
employed to deſęihe. them are trans fer- 
red. to Evangelical truth, When the 
prophets compoſed ꝓſalms on qocaſion of 
temporal. deliverances, they looked for- 
ward to a future ſpiritual ſalvation ; as 
Zacliarias, in his hymn, the ſubject of 
Which is , a,, ſpiritual; ſalvation lo 
back, and has a ceference to paſt tems: 
poral aer enen s ii Ui oc ! 
snd „ fls mic on? 622 2809 1. 
3.5 * Toi perform the merey promi 
t ſed to our fathers, and to re- 
boo 1 member his hoby covenunt- 
ret - nich lde babarm 23 0 


% „„ 


Nun N merey: promiſed bo mur far. 
« thers” was, therefore, a ſpiritual mer- 
cy; and the covenant” made with 


dene: them 
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5 them was ꝙuſNpel covthent ; for others 8 Sher, i. 
y wie Odd evaly not be ſaid by raifihy © 
1 up Chriſti to havꝰ d performed that 
— *mereyg wand © remetribered that c I 
h «yet! Atcordinghy"we' are elev | | 
n where told the Göpel was preathed | 
e «wo Abrahams; und the coveflant 1 
. tad with kim 1s fty led the Covenant 1 
— f God n Chriſt he Goſpel, 1 
15 then was prior to the H and was the 1 
7 ony efcaliitfis vf Are of Abra q 
- han; The let, WHU was four hun” 1 
e red a thirty yeals aft whatever | 
f vn eld not) Aff b. 
— poſſeſo ern of this their IheHt ane; ö 
$7 itscayld'1g6t © HfAHfiaÞP the covenait;/ | 
f Hb Hauke the pre of none effect. | 
$' Buvif, owthe'contrary;' it was deſigned 2 
5 tochætp up and further the khowlege | 
i of them; if it was a ſtatitling prophety! 4 
q if it was a ſchoolmaſter, by it's ele- 3 
& ments:training up and conducting it's 1 
= ſcholars#*to.Chri;"':thery certainly no- 1 
M3 thing was wanting on che part of God. I 
T The Jews minded carthly things; but to ö 
- infor Rom hende, ther Whey" were never 1 
— 7 1 nals DOING Sf ; 2391 4 
" S's Shah ME Ann af DAÞ; 47 4 
n DI D 2 taught | 
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St 8 A tatight the knowlege of things heavenly, 


Conſiderations bn the LifecandiDeath 


w6eld be A thethed of arguing too hazar- 
dous to he ventuted upon; ſince, from 


tlie behaviour: f many, Who profeis the 


Chriſtian reli n, it might as fairly be 
Sonclüded, that rhei: Muſter promiiſed 
nothing but **Toaves and fiſhes:'? Hrucl. 


#6 might ſet their hearts tod much on 


ce fields and vine yards, forgetting or 
neglecting better things, as men are apt 


10 0, Cho ate bleſſed with proſperity 


i this preſent world But when! they 
did ſo, they dd wrong: prophtts were 
ſent to repreve Me error, and judginents 
to con vines them chat Cunhan was not 
tlic end of the / covenant,” 2 
tifür har veſt tlie mercy W to 
» , DI 0181 
6. « Tye oath which he 1 to 
dan dg our förkfather Abraham --- 


5071. 2 Zalsd SW 1641 30 * 


„Tu amaziſig condeſcenſion of God 
in Vouchſafing, for man's ſatisfaction 
and aſſurance, to confirm his promiſe 
by an oath, is finely touched upon in 
the epiſtle to the Hebrews. When 
« God made promiſe to Abraham, be- 


1 70 cauſe he could ſwear by no greater, he 
| « ſware 


1 (ShnJOHN the BARTLSTS. Ag 


{I 2 ſaying» ſurely blefſ- Stex. U. 
a my ee e een 
n 5 — then. For, men, 
e «verily ſweariby a greater, and an dach 
& for confirmation is to them an end of, 
d- rab ſtriſe. Wherein God wilkng, to 
2 ew ta:thecheirs of; ꝓnomiſe the im 
n mutability of his cgunſel, conhrmed. | 
or eit hy an oth; chat by two ĩimmuta- { 
pt «ble things, in which it was impoſ- I 
* ſible gor God to lie we: might have i 
y 1 ſtrong / conſolation, ho have Hed Z 
e «:for refiigest0-lay hold pon the hape | 
ts «4; {etibefordaus. „ Q,&b6,,goodnels, of 1 
ot God;:whathath given chis creatures the I 
bs aſſutance of an oath ho O he; infidelity. | 
of YE EO diſtruſt Aae 1 
= | a j 
8 03 316w} off id ww 51180 ＋ FH 
. 7. 4175: That he would, grant unto [ 
-. « us, that we being delivered I 
d 204) io frout-of .the hands. of our ne- | | 
N N01 „mies, might ſerye him with- 1 
ſe MI. ht fear, 53 OF Indes bn; ' | 
in gr inoav banovot yiann 2. 14 " 118 ya | 
an , — — 1 ; auſa ; 120 © l. 1 
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. act Lan ;halinefs; and righteouſneſs 


49 25 % befere g him, all the days of 
n 3, ffOUF. Hide." (III IH ION vd boats!" 
Sd Off nga chen lagtog 27 33h 
Fut promise, made with an batfr to 
Abraham, wes: made, turtle inter? 
tional ſacrifice f i ac, ĩcuthe ſollo 

ing terms; 54 By myſelf have 4':fwworn 

- that in blefling I will bleſs thee; ' 
and: injmultiplyiog EAihemaltdply 

* thy. feed us theoftars of heaven, and 
6. the dang whichilis upomithe fea” 
« ſhore.;.,andithy ford: ſhall poſſoſt ume 
gate of hig enν ies and in thy ſecd 
« (hall all the nlations of the earth ib 
<«<;blefled.+.}! Therobjects 'vfithe Steffo' 1 
ing here promiſed are the faithful child. 
ren, of Abralam, whether Jevis or Gen- 
tiles; the ſeed Ainiashom theyure 
bleſſech is Christ whe manner in which 
he obtains the bleſſing. is hy is poſſeiſl· 
ung the gate of his enemies, that is, 
by ſubduing them, and feiaing 
ſtrong holds; the bleſſing itſelf con fiſt 
eth i in, a redemption from bondage un- 
der thoſg enemies, e eee ene 
2 Gen. xXxxii. 16. * 
e 


their 
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the ſervice of God. Such is the ſub- Star, U. 
Rance end intention f the promiſe 
made ithum bath to HHSruh¹], as ex- 
plained by Zacharias, und fulfilled un- 
der the goſpel. In the mean time, be- 
tween. the:promiſeiand it bompliſh- 
ment it pleaſe God tor imterpoſe à dift 
penſation þr{which-exhibited'' a vifible 
repreſentation of this greùt and impor- 
tant tranſaction, in tlie caſe” of the 
children of url, or dhe poſterity of 
Abroham according tothe fleſfi, who, 
aſter having hweeniluhgehetiined n brüer 
bondage hy ä 
were < delivered out of the hands of 
« theirtenemies; and delivered for this 
purpoſe . that they migkt ſerve” GG 
within prefigurative ſeorvV ite calculated 
to laſt +5 till the feed ſhould come, t 
«.whom' the:promiſe was made. Fot. 
thus Jehovah faith to 4% r. When 
« thou haſty brought forth the people 
out af Egypt, they ſhall ſerve Ga | 
upon this mountain: 80 that when, 
at the transfiguration of our Lord upon 
mount Thor; Moſes diſcourſed wit! 
him on the ſubject of hig detraſe, 


2 Exod. itt; 12 


or, 


32 Confiderations onthe Lift and Death 
Srcr. I. or, as it is in the original, his Bxopus, 
TY whit he ſhould accompliſh" at Jeru- 
<-fatem,” may we not imagine to our 
— of fuel uddreſſing the 
world's Redeemer in ſome ſuch words as 
theſe . By my hand the Lord God of 
þ did once vouchſafe to bring forth 

his people from the aiding bondage 
of Egypt; but thou ſhalt turn the mul- 
titude of the Gentiles from the power 
of Satan to God. I ſaw the Lord make 
2 path through the waters, for his re- 
deemed to paſ over; but thou thalt 
find a mort wonderful way through the 
waves of death; and though the floods 
Thalf compaſs thte about, yet ſhall thy 
life be brought up from corruption. I 
beheld the * of Pharao and the 


mighty hoſt of Egypt plunging in the 
deep, when the morning appeared; but 
thou ſhalt triumph over principalities 


and powers, and ſee them overwhelmed t 


in the lake of fire. I led my people | 
it through the wilderneſs, and gave them N 
i a law hich had : the ſhadow of good . 
pl things to come; but thou ſhalt con- | 
k; duct thine through © the world, and ; 


1 teach them ta worſhip in ſpirit and 
cc in 


ꝶ6ꝙ6çͥñ e )).. 
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in truth 1. went. hefore 1/rael to 8zcr. II. 
the, boxdgrs, Of, the pragaaſed land; but 
thou art. the true ſhepherd of fouls, and 
they. Who fellow des hall-<+ pas. from 
death unto lite.” DID ieee 
: £acharus concludes his divine. ſong 
with an apoſtrophe. to the, infant Bap- 
tiſt, as one who was deſigned by. provi- 
dence to be the precutſor of ſuchꝭ a 
——— publiſher of arch. tal 
ien, 19] 26! vet + fold ot aging 10 
91: &4 bt LITE QF BY 2} 1:14 & 
TT nd thou, child. ſhalt, be. called 
_—_ dhe prophet of „the Higheſt, 
Wugf eee Malt.igo before the 
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who. ſucceeded it in irg office of point 

zod ing out the; Meſſiah, and ſpake the lan- 
guage of it's inſtitutions, when he ſaid, 

ind « Beheld the Lamb of God, Which 

ind « ech away the din of the world. 
E « Re- 
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Confiderations on rbe Lift and Death 


Srcr. II. Remiſſion of ſinsꝰ is the doctrine in 
w uhich the Ohriſtian religion juſtly. glo- 


rieth, as that moſt neceſſary and tunda- 
mental point, in which every other re- 
ligion fails! The heathen confeſleth 
himſelf to be in the dark; he gueſſeth 
only. what is the will of Cod, whem 
heknowethinot.- He hath not ſtrength 
to perform what he imaginech to be 
mch and he underſtandeth not the 
meaning of the ſacrifices and luſtrations 


derived to him by tradition. The blood 


6f bulls and goats cannot waſh; away 
the fins: of the ſew and is oblations, 
ſince the truth is come, which they 
were intended to prefigure; are pre- 
poſterous, and impious. The Maho- 
metan hath no evidence for the miſſion 
of his prophet; no argument for his re- 
gion but the ſword, and no heaven 
but ſenſe. The doctrine of; 5 ſalvation 
« by: the remiſſion of ſins, through 
fulth in a Redeemer, was, from the be- 
ginning, the ſum and fubſtance of true 
religion, which ſubſiſted in pfomiſe, 
prophecy, and figure, till John preached 
their accompliſhment in the perſon of 
Lace * was a corruption of it 


before 


St. JouN tbe BAPTIST. .- 


before that time, as Mahometiſm bath Ker 1 


been ſinoe; and modern Judaiſm is an 
apoſtaſy from it. And will Chridias 


go away, and forſake their Redeemer? 


To whom can they go? He hath the 
words of eternal life: he only can give 


s ſalvation: by the remiſſion of fins,” It 
is this beg which enlightens the unt 


derſtanding with true knowlege, and 
warms the heart with true charity: it 
is this which alone brings confidence, 
and comſort, and joy, and bids fear and 
deſpondency fly away: it is this which 
raiſes the ſbul; as it were, from the 
dead, puts neu- e into all her 
powers and faculties, and animates her 
to duty, by the powerful motives at 


ſuggeſteth: it is this which is a coun- 


terbalance to the temptations of ſenſe, 


by the promiſes made to our faith; 


which ſupports the infumity of nature 


by the glorious objects: propoſed to our 


hope; and! which triumphs over the 
oppoſition of the world, by. the love of 
God ſhed abroad in our hearts: it pro- 
eures us the only ſolid happineſs. there 
is in this world, and opens a way tothe 
felicities of the next: it holds him out 
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„Heaven, O'Lord; but Ws e; and t ere 
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il St. John was the ee "Rar, that 
| preceded the ſun of righteouſneſs at his 
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rifing; an event, the 10, 0 phi is 
due to * the tender mercy of our God,” 
fince towards the production of it man 
could do no more than he can do towards 
cauſing the natural ſun to riſe upon the 


earth. The bleſſed effects of the day- 
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ſpring 


\» of St, Jon X robe BA PTLAÞ. Ts 
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nm di ſperſion of ignorance, , which is the 
of darkneſs of , the intellectual world; the 
mh awakening. of men from | fin, which is 
thy the ſleep of the ſoul ; nd, the conver- 
2} ſion and direction 0 of hel it. rts and 
2134 inclinations into „the way of peace,” 
95 that! is, of fene God by the 
12 18 of © Chriſt, to themſelves by the 
1 an: {wer of. A, , conſcience. dleanſed from 
1 fin, and to one another Þy, mutual love. 
L „Happy is the people that is in ſuch a 
Fry 7n G50 738 happy is 115 eople, whoſe 
* aL 0 1s, th e, 5 bey are the 
00 il ren of 75 and. of the 
et (I ee 0 
D ay... 1 CLF, all ng more go 
| « down, neither 75 their moon with- 
e draw itſelf; for the Lord, hall be un- 
is t to chem z an everlaſting light, and the 
is ; 1 8 . their MPULAING ſhall. be 
. i Ended. % 70 Ohne 5 oy Suh 
ds \ + of, MAS ,. 
he 1995 2 5 tts 
* $20: 


id ſpring, which chen dayned from on Ses 


high, and gradually increaſed, more and 
more unto the perfect day, were tha” 
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7118 3040 
EL the 9 51 we 1206 con- 


1 oi 
cernin on, from the time 


of his. birth to ST of his 5 public ap- 
pearance, is contained in "the few fol- 


lowing words --- * ond grew, 


4+ H. As Ok 10 
60 and Waxed rong in ſpirit, ang was, 


4 in the 10 ain, che 4 PRA | ſhew- 
T ing unto tir: a Tele, apart from 
the world, lang — the” tuition of 


= £3211 


heaven, e W catechized'in, in the} Pts 


41 6 @&* * Ud 30 
ciples of divine wiſdom, initiate into 


the myſtery of a holy life , and p 1 erfected 
in the diſcipline of ſelt- <denial ; * 


1 4 Nackt 12 


The moſs bis bed, tht cabt bi humble cell, 

Ilis food the fruits, bis drink the rbryſtal bell: 

Kemote from man, with Cod he paſid the duys, 
* r all his bus ns, all his pleaſure praiſe. 
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2 Luke i. 80. 
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8 18 ts in the caſe of the br. II. 
Baptiſt, like many others relative to the VV 


prophets, was extraordinary and mira- 
culous; coaſequeatly, not to be literally 
copied by any one, but in ſimilar cir- 
cumſtances, and under a ſapernatural 
direction. Nor has. the monaſtic ſcheme 
the ſanction of ſo great an example; as 
St. John was under the obligation of ao 
2932, but having finiſhed Ins preparation 
in e forth to act his part | 
upon Op heatre of the world. And it 


45 well Known, that, wy thoſe ages 
when, manking ſtood 


niſhed at the 
auſterities practiſed by n and ere- 
mites „ the epiſcopal ar ſacerdotal 
charaGter was reckoned as much ſupe- 
rior. to the other, as charity i is bettet 
than contemplation, .* In. folitude,” 
faith a great maſter of this ſubject, a 
man may go to heaven by the way of 
prayer and devotion ; but in. ſociety 
he carries others, With him by the 
«* way of mercy and charity. In ſoli- 
<.tude there are fewer temptations, but 

« then there is likewiſe the exerciſe of 
« fewer virtues, Solitude is a good 
* ſchoal, and the world the beſt theatre, 
« The 


0 Confideratios an the Life ou Death 


lt 
. weren -The inſettfen is bete dere, the 
9 practiet Were! TherwIIderhefs hath 


ll . e the advantage ef diſtiphte But B- 
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= -«6 perfe@tien{I'ac To: '6onfiftn? this! Judi 
5 Levis tate 6p ge caſen it may he bb 


ſerved, tht the vily perfect kefe which 
hath bwer Ben led eb fle Was Ja 
mixture of the ſolitary af bell. Our 
Lord Hel fi paſſec thirty years® im the 
Privacy of Vu ad theh"ppearct 
in public to exerciſe His min t f Hit 
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N till not 'with68e fteguerit intervals of 
j tt ihe | —— 
i he | X1Q "defart"phices 
7 — eng im the Walderneſs' he 
hi *1yanquihed \Sefarr; upd fbtifthin 
jt: I OI BRyuL 
1 publics he preached - the Goſpel, und 
I denverted (08197058 public Me heed 
il therfith; and Galt out devilsy th pubfie 
4 he. ſufferedi and, while he redzerned the 
Wy) world; ſet it a Pattern of Habnlity, pa- 
5 : tience, an®eharity;*/ ennie d bft 
th Fk the circumſtance of St. Johns 
tg education: im the deſarts we thiy,'there- 
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fore, venture to draw a concluſſon which 
will be of general uſe, with regard to 
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qualify them for, the -affices bf the ſo- 
cial rn that be, N/ha ſerve God 
degeptably in publie, rmuſt; rt prepare 
himſelf for that putpoſe in Private. 
The reaſon is, becauſe no man is pro- 
perly qualified to teach gm and H- 
ads, whodoth not himſelff poſſeſs them. 
Anda: little reflection wilt convince Us, 
baue gedit tetiremout. is for the ac- 
duiſition of both. 911519X9 01 Onduꝗ NI 
to ;E#Antoils, undergone by all who 
have gyeri Made any great proficiency: in 
dor, plein ly: proue eloſe application 
aud) deep; attention te hg ce quißtte for 
it S attainment. And they ho imagine 
themſelvesſto have diſcovered a ſhorter 
way, conducting them to it without 
ſtudy, will md, ſooner or later, that 
they have miſtoyn their road. Hardly 
9 100, 586g866-aright at things that arg 
upon earth, and with labour do we 
« find the things that are before us: 
ſnall wen then expect a knowlege of 
thoſe: which are of a high and ſpiritual, 
nature, without any labour at all? The 
e Wiſdom. x. 16 s 
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Ster. III. pr 
es fearched diligently what things the 


Conffarratiamt on tbe Life and Death 
fthemſelves © enquired and 


«ſpirit of Chriſt, Which was in them, 
did ſignify a The royal Preacher 
ondued from above with largeneſs of 
heart as the ſand upon the fea ſhore,” 
yet took pains; and thoſe no light ones, 
in the invention and diſpoſition of his 
diſcourſes. For; * in order to teach the 
people knowilege, he gave good heed, 
and fought out and ſet in order many 
% proverbs; yea, the preacher ſought 
to find out - acceptable: words, words 
f uprightneſs and trůthh. And if 
Solomon were: not exempted from ſtudy 
and meditation, no other man can have 
any. title to hope ſor ſuch a privilege. 
Burr who ſhall be able to fix his at- 
tentiony amidſt the | hurry and diſſipa- 
tion of life? Who —— 
wiſdom, with the noiſe of folly found- 
ing inceſſantly in his ears? That bleſſed 
perſon, who could ſuffer no diſtraction 
of thought from the objects around 


him; withdrew from the multitude, that 


ö 
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» Feclel. xii. 9. 
"ou? alas, 
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alas, are: often unable, when alone, to $ecrT. III. 


together, to ohe/\ſubjeft;! The world, 
like Afant la, is c twoubled about many 
things, and moſt about thoſe which 
are of lenſt u coneern; ſo that, beſides 
the profane the unſeemly, and un- 
charitable diſtourſes, whieh they muſt 
hear who are much convetſant with it, 
the mhad'of a man ſuffers not a little 
from the variety of light and unprofit- 
able converſation in which he is fre- 
quently engaged. This ſcatters the 
thoughts, and ſo ĩndiſpoſes them for any 
fpeculations) that are great and noble, 
ſublime and facred, that ſome time is 
required to reduce the wanderers, to 
compoſe the ſpirits, and to reſtore that 
tranquillity of ſoul which is indiſpen- 
ſably neceflary for the proſecution of 
religious! enquiries. And although the 
general aſſertion of a famous recluſe, 
e that he always came out of company 
„a worſe man than he went into it,” 
ſavoureth too much of the cloiſter, yet 
whoever; as the world goes, ſhould di- 
ligently note the times when he. came 
out of company a better man than ,he 

F 2 went 


eonfine our thoughts, for a few minutes 


Confiderations- on the Biſe und Death 


Szc+.11:; went into it, might, perhaps, find his 
diary contained in a leſa ioompaſs, than 
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at pteſent he 235dpt; tozumagine,y 11 17) 
b©GE rmnAl fkgihoweves,ciitds; that fon 
thei productions of wiſdom oval nre- in- 
debted to ſolitude, as the parent of at 
tention. And atherefore many, in all 
ages, have followed St. Jobn into the 
weilderneſs and choſen retirement, not 
out of any moroſrnmgſs of temper, or 
miſanthropy, buththat theytanight give 
themſelves, without let or- moleſtation, 
to the ꝓuxſuit ofl divine knawlege. In 
this; ſituation, cthejifound>themſelves/al-! 
ways; at liberty to» chuſe them compa+- 
nions. They! could converſe at pleaſure 
with patriarchs dhd- prophets, apoſtles, 
martyrs, and confeſſors, with devout. 
and learned::bifhoþs, and others, who 
once adorned. the churchubytheir. lives, 

and have continued, fince-their: deaths, 
through many gunerations, to eify her 
by their writings. Heredthey could 
rally their ſcattered thoughts, and fix 
them upon ſubjects, hence they might 
extract real profit, and durable pleaſure, 
For meditations, while employed, in a 
ae and curſory way, upon a variety 
| of 
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of: objects, :dike the rayscof light diffus ss. III. 
ſed in the airydiſcover not the force and 
activity which: they! poſſeſs; it s olqſe 
attention which. colte&ts!and unites, and 
renders them operativelo Andi an ability 
to beſtowrthaticloſe attenbion/in acrowd;} 
is granted to very feodmong the ſons 
off men ni NN £10 bawollot % g. 
A DISPASSION A und unprejudiced 
ſtate of mind is another requiſite for the 
attainment of true vriſdom. And as our 
ſentimentꝭ take the tinctumo of our com- 
pany, perſons i continnally engaged in 
the world are very liablecto be corrupt 
ed, as well as: diſſipatedi He who paſt+- 
ethihis time with men of baſe and an- 
tiſcriptural.tenets, will infenſibly be 
come one of them, andowill find, when 
it ĩs too late, that evil communications 
4 corrupt good principles, as well as 
good manners. The underſtanding 
will be blinded, and the heart hardened ©: 
wiſdom wilt be ſhut out at every avenue; 
and the man will ſit down in darkneſs 
and depravity, for the remainder of his 
days, determining with himſelf that 
there is no ſuch thing as truth, without 
ever r being at the trouble of making the 


enquiry. 
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Coiſidenationt on tbe Liſt and Death 


Ster. III. enquiry. Happy, therefore, is he who, 
like St. Jahn, ſpendeth his carly: days 


in privacy, and there acquainteth him- 
ſelf, betimes with the excelleneies and 
perfections of divine Wiſdom. For 


. Wiſdom is glorious, and never fadeth 


* awayi; yea, ſhe is eaſily ſeen) of them 
te that love her, and found of | ſuch; as 
eck her. She preventeth them that 
«« defire,, her, in, making herſelf firſt 
known unto them. Whaſo ſecketh 
«her early ſhall have no, great travel, 
for he, ſhall iind her ſitting at his 
er e eee 19) eb 0 
rom the ſame principle, We may 
account it onę of the no ſmall advan - 
tages (Which, St, abu enjoyed;by. his re · 
treat into the wilderneſs, hat he Was 
thereby, delivered from the ain jang- 
lings of the, many xeligious ſects and 
factions, at that time in as For 
the authors and abettors of ſuch are na- 
turally confined, in their views, and ob- 
ſtructed in their ſearch after truth, by 
having aſlumed it for a-firſt principle, 
that they are the men, and that wiſ- 
dom muſt needs live and die with 
* * Wiſdom. vl. 22 
« them.” 


of Sr. Jo un the BAPTIST. 


them. Hence they become more sv. Ur. 
ſolicitous about the defence of their own SVVY 


particularities'againft moſe of other ſec- 
taries, than careful to ud vance and pro 
pagate the general principles of true re- 
ligion-. This hath been but too much 
the caſe for ſome time puſt in Chriſten- 


dom, which, like F-raſaſtm before it's 


deſtruction, is crumbled into innumer- 
able parties; biting and devouring one 
another 5 inſomuch that it is now diffi- 
cult for one writer to lay down a poſi- 

tion in theology, whie 
not immediately ſet himſelf to contro- 
vert with all his might; as heretical and 
antichriſtian. The diſpute ſooni becomes 
a trial of ſkill; and the paſſions and pre- 


judices of the combatants fpread a cloud 


over the queſtion, in which truth 'arf 
charity often vaniſh together. Thus 
dark and tempeſtuous 'are theſe lower 
regions. But by ſtudy and meditation 
in ſolitude, the Chriſtian, in heart and 
mind) aſcendeth to a purer element, 
from whence he beholdeth the ftorms 
ptodueed by contending factions far be- 
neath him, and expatiateth at pleaſure 


in ewe fields of light and ſerenity, 


which 


h another ſhall 
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$1725 Which. open; themſelves on all ſidest to 
TIN 2 ver Hs ,conſaleth; chim(elf by 
contemplating the church, as, ſhe for- 
merly ſubſiſted in original parity and 

nity, and, ag ſhe will thereafter. exift in 

Gt, triumphant ſtate above, When her 
members of, every age and nation ſhall 

all. lift -up their voices together, and 

| make thein ſonnd to he heardias one, in 

i g1ying Glory to. God, and, tothe Lamb. 
1 dices, he follgyethaften thetracbiwhich 
leadeth to .gadlingſs, andu che wiſdom 
whoſe;end;is ſalxation, nut od 01 Sd: 
ap ethecttainment:of chats wiſdam 
2 third thing arsquiſiteo is divioeillumi · 
nation, Wiſdgm is one of chaſe! good; 
i end Perfgct, gifts „hieb“ nie 
1 down from, the Father of: lights," and: 
tl muſt be, ſued; fore with: hamility and 
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1 fervour, in petitions dike thera- Give 
7 me wiſdom that ſitteth by thy{throme, 


1 dand reject, me not from Ameog thy 
M „children r. For thoughliag amen be 
0 never ſo perfect among thebshildren 
10 f men, yet; if thy wiſdom be not 
Wir * with him, bg;hall..be;;ngthipg:rer, 
* garded O ſend her out of thy holy 
1. 5 « heavens, 
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«4 heaveris; and from xhe throne of 'tHy S885, Ut. 
_ vglorypthat Being preſeht ſhe may the VV 
«bout with te; trat may know what 
atis pleaſmgl unt thee! For the know- 
« th and under ſtandeth af things, Aid 
he hall. dead me- Toberly in my dos 
unge, and preſerve fe by her power 
Abe Fopewhat man is He that can 
«know the cον]ẽq F Gd; or WH 
dan thin what che will of the Lord 
itz ieee t thou give wiſdom, and ſnd 
«ty vHoly!Spitit from ahbe?“ Such 
gracious  ploniiſes are rina, and ure 
ready to be fulfilled to the retited Chriſ⸗ 
tianb Eet but the BöHtions and diſ- 
truſtiohs of the World he removed, aHd 
theowifdoin Which a8 "8H pure, arid 
<;thin pedetdble, will chter in. To 
receive*tligilaly, Ne Wis Called away 
ftom theicongregation tb the top of tit 
mount. ENA beheld the viſions of 
God, hie A {olitiry captive” upon the 
banks of. Dh. Diinif was informed 
coticetning®the-reftbration of Feruſalem, 
and the adent of Meſſiah on the even- 
ingooÞ4 day dedicated to retirement, 
Won d 10 layi, Ms 


G St. Jobn 


go Confiderationiion'the Lift and Death 


Sgr. nl. St. Tom Wuaslan exile in the deſolate 
puimos when the (glorious ſoenes de- 
{cribed in the bock of Revelation were 
made to paſs before him, and lie was 
enabled to extend his view, whrough all 
the different revolutions of empires, and 
periods of the church, to the 1 endl of 


ils anne we no — 
| yet from hunde. we —— 
to the moſt ſure promiſe of our Maſter, 


tue gift of the Spirit, to chleſstund pro- 
! ſper us in odd fhudies, to open toꝛus the 
5 Leriptores, ald. wur underſtandirigs, that 
Fe e may wnterfland!:thom! Ehe ſame 
i . Spirit that gavel the word, b giveth like- 
1481 Wiſe the interpretation therrof. nd the a 
iN - "avifer; 4s Well ag the former; i buff re- 
vl ceived in folitade;>whichiappears ta be 
it An calculated foritherattain- | 
10 | ang Atteb tin 4 diſpaſſionate and Zun- — 
4 prejudieed mind, and that illumination 7 
M Which is from on big. boo 251/41 
bit Acrx, in the language of ſeripture, is 24 


br {byled"faly, te intimate to ub, that true 
ven and bolingſi are inſeparable 
companions. That, therefore, which 

con- 


coniluceth to A. 3 * one, SECT. III. 
cin never bear an unfavourable aſpect YV 
towards the othet; dnd ſolitude will be 
found the beit nutſe of anctity, More 
; as it-confifieth-in the exer- 
_ mortificationsny3: 1416! 20 
»:'Pmx1sis a work: which no man 

eden until he En⁰Eubth what thoſe 

failings are to vhich he io ſubject. And 
ſuch ĩs the power of ſelfalove, that the 
perſon uoncerned is generally the laſt 
who comes to a khoyelege of this moſt 
important point. Iff neither the fidelity 
of his friends nor the;malice of his ene- 
mies det him into the ſecret, there is 
only :w thagd, way/in Which it is poſſible 
on him to hecome maſter-of it, which 
is ſel etamination, conſtantly, fincerely, 


and thoroughly ptactiſed, And this re- 


quiteth ſiſtatet ſtaſons of retirement 3 
udy foti wantiof which, we ſee thoſe, who 
un- are engaged in a .cirgle of buſineſs, or 
ion pleaſures living entire ſtrangets to them- 
ol ſelves and their on infirmities, thaugh 
731 - intimately acquainted}; with the  follies 
true and foibles of all around them. In 
ble the night, the pſalmiſt tells us, he 
nich «'communed/ with his own heart, and 


On- 4 G 2 i. his 
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Contlerytioy on the Life and Deatb 


8er. IL. © his ſpirit made. diligent. ſearch f. 
WV Then | fence = ſolitude afforded him 


withdraw, fo 


Horde 


ahi op opportunity of of, crutinizing. the tem- 
pers of his 10 1 diſcovering the ma- 
ladies to 975 3 inclined,, and of 
app) ing the proper. remedies ta each. 

' AT medicines may, he admini- 
ſtered with coeds, 5 it is neceſlary. to cut 
off the proyilions, which, nouriſh. and 
iticreafe 10 4 der. The. world, in 


the caſe before 1 us, Nl full, ef meh pro- 


vilons; and't fore the patient muſt 
9 Soph While, from. rhef in- 


0 925 ation here 
40 Uh vey, 1 — 
and the paſſion will 
e 0 ie 8 ; 17 ſolitude, the 
pleafi fares 1 Sl ories, of the. world no 
longer ſrik e üppn the ſenſes, —— ſoli⸗ 
cit the affection The owls therefore, 
in this ftuatibh, Ye ons eſc caped out, of 
a battle to a, place, of. ſecurity, hath 
leifure to reflect upon her condition; and 
to provide . for her future, Kfetn. * By 
looking into. herſelf, ſhe pere eiyeth how; 


en the 5 in om — mercy 
12 
bn. 6. vod on” 1105 | 
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of Sr JohN de BAPTIS T. 
and grace; and chen e a 1 


led to 8E Up 2" Heaven, as the oply e 


place mom abet th 5 80 be oh: 
ae Wn Wal EM fe pro oſpects 
Meth het with Corp ion, a and cauſeth 
her to kong er bhs Wich wg 
Pre ic wor Lech a. AFP ent-, 
ance never to he epetited of he latter 
encourageth' her to peut 5 1 75 5 10 
continua ryer to 8 93 of he 


vation, Ufitil he häbe if 11 1815 


st. Pr WhReifde inded of his offe 
by ine erwing rt c 3 
alfeckibhate ek Of ee Male, 
went out from Ne "Woh ; it's, 11 
2 _— fans, with, 


a b. Nan lt „made e. upplicar,y 


rdbh and peate. In ;retirer,j 
i that we Bd ee, 


ableo ten Aite alt the 5 oly. arts of of ab- 
ſtinence afid ſelf-Uenia 10 needful fo 


the whore dy be ga © 

(Wn tx then "Ulanbt be induced v vas, | 
lutitatily”t6” take this courſe, they are 
often förced into it by Providence viſit- 
ing them with fins heavy "calamity, 
WR Foy a ſtroke, like the amputation 


of 


for 


the er rep NF by webe ſ 
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Wich he was before an utter ſtranger. 


Conſiderations on rbe Liſe and Death 


ster. U of a limb, ſevere but ſalutary, ſepara- 


ting them at once from the world, ſhall 
oblig s them to converſe firſt with them- 
ſelves! and then with God: Thus was 
Babylon's haughty monatehi driven, in an 
extraordinar y thanner, from ſociety, to 
learn muh in the fields and woods, 
until he acknowledged the power and 
the righteouſtteſs of the Kitig of heaven. 
And thus the idolatrous Ad Hagel. 
tively wicked Manaſſeb becume a ſincete 
and hearty penitent in the ſolitude of a 
CBaldeun Nor can wWe but ad- 
mite, upon this ocaſion, the wiſdom 
and Soodnels 6God in ſending ficke 

nefs, as a prepdtative for death. Sick- 
neſs takes u man, as it Were, but of 
this ſcene of things, to fit him for an- 
other. It didws the curtain between 
him and the world; ſhutting ont all is 


cares, and all it's pleaſures. It puts 
away his idle and noiſy acqhaistanee 


far from him; and Having thus ſecured 


his attention to the one thing needful, 
gives him ideas bf the natùre ef fin; and 


the importance of death, the vanities 
of time, and the glories /f e ternity, to 


Now 
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Now appear to him, in their proper Ster. II. 

colours and natural deformity, the dia Y © 
bolical nature of pride andnenvy, the 
brutalityſof intemperance, i the folly and 
torment of laſciviouſneſs,{the wretched; 
neſs of avarice, and, the ſtupidity, of 
floth.,, Naw. he hath, no longer any un- 
law ful defires, and grievęs that, he gyer 
had ſuch, Now he is what he always 
ought to have been, and what retire- 
ment, at, proper ſcaſons, ſno uld, | and 
would have made him, i: VII Uns 
I, jmarality, as in huſbandry, the 

pteparatign of the ſoil is a, great ſtep 
towards the production of, 4, plentiful 
harveſt. If, garnal, defifes are dead in 
us, all things belonging to the Spirit 
will live and grow in ug, If the affec- 
tions are diſengaged from things on 
earth, the difficulty of the work is over; 
they will readily and eagerly lay hold on 
things above, when propoſed to them. 
If the ſnare of concupiſcence be broken, 
and the ſoul be delivered out of it, ſhe 
Will Pr eſently | fly AWay, on the wings 
of faith and charity, towards heaven. 
They who have duly practiſed mortifi- 
cation in the ſchool of retirement, will, 
| at 


Confideratiqns on the, Life and Death 


Secr.III. at their appearance in the world, afford 
i the brighteſt examples of every thing 
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that is “ honeſt, juit, pure, lovely, and 
« of good tepoft.” . 

Wr ma therefore, conclude, that 
he who This to undertake, the office 
of guiding others in the ways of wif- 
dom and Saline, will beſt qualify. 
ſelf for that purpoſe by firſt paſſing 
time in a (ate of ſequeſtration from the 
wi ; fle we cares an "an d. Alu- 

ve pleaſures may not bre 
A e diffipate Ph 155 . 


0 ſceptii al of Ie eftarian writ m. bling 
Nod und ſtaridi Ag, an 1 may 


_ the”; fum nation fror * above z 


ere E\ vi en inclinazig may, be 
ifed thi 5 Aera 15 Finden 
0 lication 4 E proper. means and 


ev Ty freſh Bae of virtue, ſheltered, fom 


5361 F 


noxious blaſts, may be gradually reared 
up into ſtrength, beauty, and fragrance; 
where, in a Word. — he may grow and 
« wax ſtrong in ſpirit, until the Say of 
ec his N unto Iirael. 0 
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SECTION. IV. 


x N een 
2 ex John . in the ON. Te SOOT 


= 


Was 


= FORE we proceed 905 view the Sr. IV. 
Baptiſt: in the exerciſe of his mi 

niſtry, it will be proper to look back 
tõ the predictions in the Scriptures of 
the Old Teſtament, | concerning his of- 


with that remarkable « open, Behold, 
« ilk fend you Elijah the prophet, be- 
c fore the coming 0 the great and 
4 dteadful day bf the Lord, 17 he 
«ſhall turn the heart of the fathers to 
4 the children, and the heart of the 
children to their fathers, leſt I come, 
« and ſmite the earth with a curſe *.” 
As there was amongſt the Jews a 
general expectation of Meſſiah's appear- 
ance, at the time when he did appear, 
ſo an opinion likewiſe prevailed, that 
the world ſhould be firſt prepared for 
bis reception, in ſome extraordinary 


2 Mal. iv. 5, 6. 
H manner. 


. 58 Confiderations on the fe and Death 


on 
tl Ster. IV. manner. But wrong ideas of his ap- 
T pearance and. kingdom introduced miſs 
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takes with regard to the perſon who 
mould precede and proclaim him. Ac- 
cording to the nations then current, o- 
caſioned by applying to his firſt advent 
the prophecies which belonged to his 
ſegond. Meſſiah was to come in power 
and majeſty, to confer on the ſons. of 
Jacab dominion over the Gentiles, and 
make W metropolis of the 
world. And by miſunderſtanding this 
brediipn of Malachi, they: had ima- 
gined, that Riſiab the Tiſhbite ſhould 
return from / heaven, as his precurſor. 
For | this,yteaſbn dit Was, that when the 
ſanhedrim ſent a meſſage to St. ubm, 


[128 deſiring to know, whether he were 

— Elias? he anſwered. I am not: not 

by the Elias by them intended and expect- 
ah.) foretold by Malachi under the name of | 
ij Elias, we Have the declarations of our | 
i Lord himſelf to his own: qdifciples, 
jt Elias is indeed come , rand: d the 0 
Jews, „H ye will receive it, this is a 
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Elias which was for to come. He 
Mark ix. 124. 


ce that 


; f Sr JoανN be BAPTIST, 59 


p- that hath ears to hear let him hear“. “ Stcr. IV. 
iſe By theſe expteſſions it wWus evidently "VY 
ho Chriſt's intention to pur his hearers up- 

\ c- on / the ſeuich after ſomething) more than 

o- the words) in the 'buterterter of them, 

ent might: ſeem to contain e directed 

his them to go deeper into things, to ſtudy! 

wer with attention the miſſidn of the Bap. 

of tiſt, his office and character; to com- 

and pare together perſons, times, alid eventsʒ 

the and ſo» to diſcover, im what ſenſe Fob# 

this was Elia und why: Malachr' had given 


Ma- 


him : that! appel lation Butif they did 
this, and were once honght, in the; 
perſon of Jan, to ace¹⁰ͥ edge Hir 
who wat precede the Metab, they: 
muſt neveffariby;; in the perſon of eu 
acknoweledgetht Meffiab whom Eliab 
was to precede. And therefore, as they 
were!@bſtinatebprefolvedawot to own. the 
Matter, Chriſt/ knew they would not 
recognigea the ſervant, or uceive this 
ſaying eoncirning him. Thus when 
the ſchiei prioſts and elders interrogated 
our Dordtin the temple By what au- 
e thority doſti thou theſe things, or 
ho gave thee this authority? I will” 
+ Matt. xi. 14. 
that an H 2 « allo,” 


F 


Confiderations' onthe Liſe an Death 


Ss er e Alſo, ſaid he, «aſk vou one queſtion, 
The ' baptiſm of John, Was it from 


heaven, or bf then ?'vTheylperceived 
the Gilenithe] And having. cnfidered 
conſetfuences:o made the 6tily/afe n 
ſter, % Weicdtinot tell an anſwer 
whith did honor to their ptudence and 
their cautiott, bat certainly at the ex- 
pence either of their wiſdom, or their 
Honeſty: Astdtſitting in the chair of 
Nr, they duglit to have known whence 
the baptiſmvbPFb# was 3 Alid if they 
did knew? they ought not to have been 
"hy of declatiflg lt. 17 
Tn A'S St! John was the'Blins:pre- 
dicted by MICH? We have alſo the teſ- 
' fitttony' of the ungel“, at the aflnuntia- 
tion of his birth; who eite the very 
"Words of the *ptophet ; Het ſhall go 
'4 before him in ithe ſpirit and power of 

Elias, to turn the! het#ts 7 The? fat bers 
e 26) "the chillremt & e“ And if this be 
the caſe, it follows by netellaryſinfe- 
rence, that by & the great hndÞdreadful 
day of the Lord,“ before theleoming 
-bf which B is pronliſed, Malachi 
991898199 10 YBL 8 310130 dDοον YEW 
ns e TIE! OH SQLMTDTRS N16. 


— Luke E. 
Me | intends, 


intends primarily and immediately, a the Ser. IV. 
day, not of the Worlds hut of r, 2 
Jalem's deſtruction. For want of adyęrt- 
ing to this, zan, opinion hath, prevailed 
among Chriſtian interpreters, that the 
whole prophecy relateth principally, to 
the day of judgment, and to the appear- 
ance. of an Elias, who, hall; then pre- 
cede Chriſt. Whether, there, will, be 
ſuch, an Elias at that, time, and, {o,. the 
ſecond adyent will ſymbolize. with, .the 
firſt in the circumſtance pf, heing pre- 
viouſly;proglaimed by a, harbinger, like 
St. Jon, ſent for that purpale,; is a ſpg- 
culatidon With which x ſhall not at pre- 
ſent» congern. — reſting ſatished 
with the application of the propheqy- 
upon infallible grounds, to the perſon 
of the Baptiſt, — aj 85875. 
de great uma une „eile 
e Hi puniſheth not. Gnners;. till he 
bath. held, jngited them to repentancę. 
He giveth fair, Warning before he ſtrik- 
.ethz)andia day f grace, in which, mercy 
may be ſought, and pardon found, al- 
ways goeth before a day of vengeance 


and extermination. Elias was ſent “ be- 
« fore 
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Sxer.IV. “ fore the coming of the great and 
* dreadful day of the Lord; Jom calls 
his countrymen, to turn from' their 

fins, and, believe, in their Meſffah, cer 

yet the delolatigps of Jeruſalem exhibit- 

ed to the wondering nations a ſpecimen 

of that almighty power and inflexible 
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| juſtice, which ſhall ane day lay — 
| world itſelf 1 In ruins. 0 - 2yI69V 129070 
bo | Tu E third chapter all Malo con- 
1 taineth a moſt, evident and clear pre- 
5 diction of Ms ah's, advent, with that 
i: of his precuxf St, John. e Behold, I 
. cc will ſend my. meſſznget, end hg ſhall 
1 « prepare the; way before me ;1 andthe: 
br „Lord whom g ſeek; mall, quddenly 
1 ** come to his temple, even the meſſen- 
„ « ger. of the coyenant whom per delight 
Wh <P, behold, he. ſhall, come, ſaithi the 
„fond of hoſts, The Pmphst goes 
Hh ji on to foretell the, effects of 'Chriſt;si ad- 
110 i vent in the ſelection of a; pecuhar] peo- 
6 ple, and the purification of a he prieſt- 
Wh hood, to offer new, and, acceptable: of- 
1 ferings. But who may abide the day 
11-08 e of his coming, and who, ſhall ſtands. 
11:0 ” when he appeareth? For he-is like a 
1 cc « refiner” s fire, and like fuller's r. 
[ot An 
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4 And he ſhall ſit as à ttfiner and Puri- e 
Aber uf Glyer ; and he falt purify the VP 
ons of Levi, and pufge 'theny as gold 
«and ſilbei / that they may offer kth 

« the Lortan offering 1H/tighteopſnels. 
„Then ſhall the offetitiglof Judah and 
«, Jeruſtem be pleafint 17 the 'Lard, 
As in he days of id 4 and 45 in WI 
« mer years; pleaſant ad in the days 
when their ſathers offered in faith, and 


the deſire of Meffiah's*a zpearance | Was 


the ruling paſſion of tir fouls. The 
reſt of the chapter is ertipldyed ; in re- 
ptoving the rebellion, fabrilege, and in- 
bdelity of the Jews; afld the fourth 


« day conweth that ſhall Bürn as an oven, 
and alk the proud, yea und all that do 
« wickedty all be Hubble, and the day 


« that cortieth mall dürn Hern up, faith 


chapter opens with u deſcription of the 
day fatal' te Ferigſalent a are Reheld the 


63 
er. IV. 


the Lord of hoſts, that it ſhall leave 4 


„them neither root Hof branch.“ For 
the confolition/of 'the' faithful, God by 


his prophet again foretelleth Meſſiah's 
advent! with the increaſe, victory, and 
triumph of the church But unto 
you that fear my name, ſhall the su 

if OF 


64 Conſiderations on the Life and\Death 


4 e forth, and grow! up as the firſtlings 
. f bullocks: and ye fhall tread down 
. «the wicked; for they Mall” be" aſhes 
1 under the ſolés of your” feet, in the 
"FN « day that I fall do wis, Rich che Lord 
1 f hoſts.“ In the mean time, Re- 
- member ye the law of Moſes thy ſer 
ant, which I commanded unto him 
in Horeb for AlL Ifrael, with the fta- 
1 e tutes and judgtnents.“ And then; 
bh when the law Rath done it's office, and 


hold I Wiff fend yo Elijah the 
r Pinot the perbna Biijah, 
but) as the angel expoundeth it, one 
to preach ani Ive after che model bf 
his examples im his „, Tpirit and pouer.“ 
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God foretelleth the Unidutaf pat, ant 


Fudah in the days of . faith, 
2 They ſhall be my people) and 1 Will 
he their God,* and David my ſervant 
hall be their prince for ever 0 Not 
that Chriſt was to be David file frem 
te dead, or, when he came, was to 

N 4 Ezek. xxxvil. 23. 

_ bear 
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5 
S xcr. IV. c r RIGHTEOUS NES & ariſe, with 
mY <cqheling in his wings; and ye ſhall gw 


heſied for the appointed time, | 


Phis, $i ch&Pbp heey'of B&B, where 


AJNR the Ranft, , 6p 


bear, his me, hut was, to be, in cer- Gon. u. 
tain xeſpecdeb bk; Aqvide conquering VV 
the engmies, anq ſitting/ upon the throne 

ok 4584; 294 chm forerunnen of Meſſſab 
Nhe Hal. de ſoanded/ fram 
heaven, nor was. fe, at his. Mmaniſeſta - 

tion, bo he galled by chat mae, hut Ns 

to he like him in his pffige and charas 

ter. Such weſſenget, ith, God, 4 b+ 

<< 92 (and; before the coming of the 
ee i dregdfufd AN off the Lord, 

that is, gh day that D 4 burn, like 

"DAP e He da  ferayblem's de-, 
ſtructtonb mentioncd, in the ffyſt verſes; 
hne hen halt wan theyhears off he 
a bursf tabs children and the heart» 
5 of the | 49 therfathes,- leſt [+ 
£086 APgfmite; the cürthae gs ge the: 
land, q A curſe. , In che citstie⁰⁰ 
af this \pailage by, tha ange one part 
of it is p DHraſed v 11 enen the) 
* heartyot; the fathers tor the: children 
and gig dfejediont 10:2 heiwifdom of the: 
MPN", T he, meaning of The whole: 
roms to herd either, the men. of very 
862d; νασπ diſpoſition ſhould: be uni: 
ted in truth and charity ; or, 26 forge; 
| Luke. 27. - 
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Confiderations: on tbe Life and Dent 


Sr er. V. learned expoſitors underſtand, the paſ- 
1 ſage, that St. Jabn ſhould bring many 


of the Jews to have the ſame heart and 
mind which their fathers and progeni- 
tors had, who feared God, and believed 
his promiſes; that ſo their fathers might, 
as it were, rejoice in them, and own 
them again for their children; in other 
words, that he ſhould convert them to the 
faith of that Chriſt whom their fathers 
hoped in, and looked for; as it was ſaid 
by the angel, , Many of the children 
of Iſrael ſhall he turn to the Lord 
c their God&?;” leſt, all continuing ob- 
ſtinate a in their ! unbelief,, till the day 
when a rejected Saviour ſhould, viſit an 
apoſtate people, the curſe ſhould be 
univerſal. 71 12010 903 10 2M? 
B ESI DES theſe notices afforded. us 
by Malachi, there is a prophecy on the 
ſame ſubject in the xIHochapter of 
Jaiab, to which St. John referred the 
prieſts and levites, when they preſſed 
him, ſaying, Who art thou, that we 
t may give an anſwer to them that ſent 
te us What ſayeſt thou; of thyſelf ? 
« He ſaid, I am the voice of one crying 


a Luke i. 16. | 
TRY cc in 


f Sr. Joux the Bars 67 
ein the wilderneſs, make ſtraight the Ss IV. 
« Way of the Lord, as ſaid the-prophet WY 
„ Eſaias d. But let us take a view of 
the Whole context; as farſ us it concerns 
our en purpoſeb ef HH hf e 


ov bi M0 Cie LOL 194 ii9f AL SHILE & COLLITY. 64 211 


Work xi. I 8 ye, comfort 
ye my people, faith Four God.“ 

e e l lend 
Tu E future manifeſtation of Chriſt's 
kingdom is repreſented to the prophet 
in ſpirit, with the concomitant figns and 
circumſtances of it. He hears the voice 
of God directing his ſervants to comfort 
his people, by proclaiming certain glad 
tidings which had been communicated 
be to them. Theſe glad tidings were the 
be tidings of the Goſpel. The perſons to 
d,us whom they firſt came were Zachartas, 
the the bleſſed Virgin, Simeon, and Anne, 
of who compoſed ſacred ſongs upon the 
the oeoaſion, and ſpake of Meſſfiah's advent 
fled WU to all ſuch as looked for redemption 
t We in Jeruſalem. The ſame tidings 
ſent were after wards publiſhed by the Bap- 
elf d tiſt; then by rin n. and _ 


John i. 23. 42 
( » Luke ii. 38. | 
*in | ji apoſtles, 


CL 


Confederations on\the Life and Meath 


Sxer. V. apoſtles, and have been ever fince 
Ca ard preached. -by their, ſucceſlors;, whoſe 
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commiſſion fill runs --4* Rm 4 
comfort ye my people. 


00 50 (RS * . to . 
lem, and. ery unto her. that 
her Warfare js accompliſhed, 
8 Fc that her iniquity is pardoned: 
ori the, bath reccived-of the 
: 1 170 eee hier 
19 off 17 off i no WP 


bas giant dod IP 


80 9 "new would be related. with 
| 4 e alpect fand accent. The man- 
ner dh pu ould, correſpond with the matter. 
60 pe ye mfontably, or, as, it is in 
"the Heb brew, phraſcology, to the heart 
"6 of. Jeruſalem; * let your words be as 
f  cordials, to, revive, and char her in the 
midſt of her, ſorrows, and, ſufferings. 
"The topics of conſolation, to be infifted 
on, are three, Firſt, “Her warfare,” 
or appointed ſeryice,.is accompliſhed ;” 
the days of her continuance under the 
| yoke of bondage are expired 3 the ful- 
neſs of time is come, for her paſſing 
from that ſtate into the gloss liberty 


of 


af Sr. Joun rb BAÞHrer. 59 


e of the ſons of God; ſhe will now be $zcr IV. 
ſe relieved from duty, ahd dimiled fm 
E, therftation on which ſhe! hath ſo long 


watched, in expectatioi of the promiſed 
| redemption; ſhe will be delivered out 
* « of the hands of her enemies, to ſerve 


at « God Without fear.” Secondly, “ Her 
d, tiniquity is pardoned; the expiation 
d: is about to be made, Which all — ſa- 


he crifices/ant Tuftrations prefipured, which 
er il her Fatfäen Sed the bleſſed 
, perſon is born, in whom God is well 
| pleaſed, both granting and accepting 
'fepentance unte. falvition by the = 
5 miſſidn of fits,” that nien may 

*ijoificd) ſtbm all things frötn 2 5 
they could not be juſtiſied B the 
er law of Moſes,” although men were 
juſtißed u N Dr R that Uiſpenfation , 
through faith in bim that was then to 
come, according to the Golpel preached 
before uhto Abrabam. Thirdly, © She 
«hath recttved of the Lord's hand 
double for all her fins ;” ſhe hath re- 
ceived greater benefits than ſhe had de- 
tetyed puniſuments; mercy hath rejol- 

oed againſt judgment; where fin aboun- 

* — hath ſuprrabounded. 
3. THE 


70 hee pi the L * and Death 


50 33> * x44 48 


Szcr.IV- rt Ly 
COD | b 8 40 Tur ET of 108 laden ih 


in the wilderneſs, prepare ye 
the way of the Lord, make 
0 Qraight in the defart a high 
* 5 for our Fas.” F 


: * 
1 #F * 


i SATA ane ting the divine 
injunctions th thoſe whole affice it ſnould 
be to comfôrt 0 :emeth to 
break off ſuddenly, às one interrupted 
in his diſcourſe bs the ſound of a voice. 
And as if he Had likened; > an d perceived 
it to be the Lund” 0 F that voice which 


ſo many pro opllets and kings ad defired 
to hear, arid hade n 8. ert d 1 12. the : 


voice proclatit the actual icarnation 
of Meſſiah, he breaks forth i in "tranſ- 


12 


port, 1 The voice of him that crieth 


1 2113 OJ 
cc. in the wilderneſs!“ i 
} 5 N , 211 11111 10.5 D. 


Hurt! 4 glad peice the analy. Alert 


1 clear; * 2 00 d bns ist 
e the cy / 4 Goch a by od. 52 
Far. bn to 9hn * * 


The voĩce which 1015 usted in the 
pro het's cars, ſo long before it was 
really heard upon the earth, was that 


of 


of St. Jokx the BAPTIST... © 71 


of the Baptiſt, who, at the proper ſea- Ser Iv. 
ſon, was ate to diſpoſe, the hearts and = 


7 affections of men for the, reception of 2 
N their Saviour, When be ſhould make 1 
h hir r de a dien 1 
4. * Exxkr ralioy ab be exalted, 1 
and every mountain and hill 1 
0 RN made low: and the crooked 2 
d „ ſhall be made ſtraight, and 3 
4 « the rough place 5 plain.” I 
oy TuzsB are the words of the 8 I 
ed himſelf, unfolding. the ane of God 3 
ch ci oncerning {the manner in yl hich Meſ- 4 
ed 245 8 ki kingdom i m ſhould. be eftabliſhed.; in 9 
he the ' world: and the alterations which Y 
ow muſt neceffacily take place, in order to | 
1 that end. 15 N valley ſhall be ex- 4 
th « alted ;” to the poor in ſpirit, the 
| lowly and contrite ſouls, the Goſpel ſhall 
art. be preached, and they ſhall be exalted 
\ in faith and hope “ and every moun- 
72 « tain ànd hill made low; on the con- 
trary, pride of every kind, and in every 
I ſhape, whether exalting itſelf in Judair — 
the cal phariſaiſm, , or in gentile philoſophy, 
: 54 n the knowlege of God, ſhall be 


of N made 


1 ts 
1 
x5 
= 
3 
if 
1 
Fil 
* 
41 
& 
. 
2. 


$ 
: 4 

\ 

| 
i 
4 

j 

q 


bd 
% 2. 


— o \ 
” -— —_ — 


- 
r y- — 


- - * 2 
2 - + * wy; \—F Fo 
— 


—— — 


S 


rer 


— — 


3 


93923 4H 
— 


a 


b 5 — — 
— — — —__— x > — > 
—— rn ns ee Eee 


Zee — * wwe 


« ” - - 
— — 


* 2 — 5 5 20 
— — ——ů—— : ——-— — — 


f Ye — 
„„ | — 2 * 


— — 2 
aint ws oe Et: 


- .  — — 
3 > —— = —_ . - — —_ - 
. ĩ ˙· AA 


Conſider atiam ion. the Lyfe, end'Deeth 


ner M, made low, and ſubdued.to thewhedience 
of Cbrilt; „ ang the. grooked.thall. be 


« made, firaight ;”, truth; ang, rectitude 
hall ſucceed to error and depravity ——— 
« and the rough places plaing/! every 
ching that offendeth ſhall be removed, 
and all , diffigulties, and inequalities 
moothed, till unanimity andeuniformity 


prevail. Thus ſhall the way he prepa - 


red. for the King of Rightæouſneſs to 
viſit his people, to del ind. and 
* walk . 1100 0 | 


1818S On boi) 10 = PA T 


7 if « Awn;the glory of the Lont-hall 
n ebe xavcaled.; and-alhflath hall 


ſcelit tagsther ; for the mouth 


C of the Lord han ſpoken it.“ 

bamna'vatY A the proclama- 
tion and preparation made by the Bap- 
tiſt, the Divinity was revealed in human 
nature, God was manifeſted in the fleſh, 
ſeen and converſed with by all ranks 
and degrees of men, high and low, 
rich and poor, Jews and Gentiles, Pha- 
rifees and Saducees, publicans and fin- 
ners. The accompliſhment of this part 
af Nals prophecy is cxattty related by 
St. 


off $6,"JonN the BAPTIST. 


St. t. Jobn the Evangeliſt, in the follow Secr.IV. 
ing terins Phe Word was made fleth; Dn 


410 dwelt among us, and we beheld 
4 gi GRV, "Wc 5 q is of the only 
« begotteiiiof| the full of grace 
«-ardrerachd. tcl) {>bn2flo e Eau 
Tuuvswe hive ſeen under what cha- 
rater the Baptiſt is held forth to us in 


the prediktions f the prop hets con- 


einig Manas one WG hould go be- 
fore: MeMah'in'the ſpitit and 3 of 
Elias, to proclaim ald prepare the way 
for the advent of God incarnate. How 


perfect ; daring the' ecuffe of his mi- 
Mach, 


hel fllled u pthis character, will 


appear in the Tabſequans ſections. 
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E CTION . 


— an the pere, Arrine, 
| or kts Yn Y Sr Jobs! 


Ster. V. "H E ** of St, Jol 8 retirement 


were now ended, and he was to 
exchange the pleaſures of contemplation | 
for the far different ſcenes, of an active 
life; to behold, with grief and indig- 
nation, the ſins and follies of mankind, 5 
the ſight of which muſt needs be more q 
grating: and afflicting to his, righteous : 
ſoul, than a garment of camel's hair N 
could be to his body; to encounter the f 
oppoſition of a world that would be 1 
b 
n 


— R— ————— _ — 
* 2 
— Cw — 


ſure to take arms againſt him, from the 


* 
: 
1 
» 
'of 
II. 
5 
11 
5 
Rl 
3 , 
; 
8 
N 
5 
3 
4 


j moment in which he ſtood. forth a 
b preacher of repentance, and reforma- | 
} tion. But no good could be done to * 
in others in ſolitude, no converts could be 1 
6 made in the deſarts; and he muſt there- E 
bi: fore quit even the moſt refined and ex- ; 
bl alted of intellectual enjoyments, as every 
mn miniſter of Chriſt ſhould be ready to do, 
bl. when 


— T— — gy 


— — 


ne, 


* 


when charity dictates an attendance on Ser. V. 


the neceſſities of his fellow creatures. 
YET let/it be obſerved; that St. John 
was thirty years of age, when * the 
« word of God came to him in the wil» 
«« derneſs?,'! and commiſſioned him to 
enter upon his miniſtry ; and the holy 
Jeſus likewiſe was of the ſame age, 


when inaugurated to his office, by the 


viſible deſcent of the Spirit upon him 
at his baptiſm; to intimate, perhaps, 
that neither the exigendes of mankind, 
nor a conſciduſneſs of (abilities for the 
work, can be pleaded as à ſufficient 
warrant for a man to fun before he 
is ſent, and take tlie ſaered office up- 
on himſelf, without a regular and law 
ful call: The inſtitutions of God are 
not without à feaſon, and he will not 
be ſerved by the breach of his com- 
mandments. It 30, Ard: rr 
THE place to Which hy Baptiſt 6 Get 
repaired is ſtyled the wilderneſs of 
« ſadex®;” country not like the vaſt 
and unitiabited . in which he Was 
educnted, but one "OE 6 


19 : 2 Inn 
4 7 ili. 2, 
:, Matt. iii, 1 \" Luke i 111. 
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Pon account of it's bordering on the river. 


Scr. V. comparative wilderneſs, choſen by him 


Hither the inhabitants of the neigh- 
bouring cities and villages preſently 


3 flocked in great numbers, attracted by 
bf the ' uncommon ſanctity of the new 
bl preacher, who thus came forth, on a 
1 ſudden, from the deſarts, like one from 
0 | another world, without any connections 
hy in this, that no attachment might take 
MN him off from the duties of his high 
„ calling, or any way impede him in the 
bi. exerciſe of it; ſince a man's worſt foes 
1 have often been thoſe of his own houſ- 
i: hold, and the ties of fleſ''and' blood 
1 have been known to prevail, where ty- 
| . rants have threatened and inflicted tor- 
8 tures, without effect. And) as there is 
i nothing ſo dr̃rectly oppoſite to the pro- 
1 feſſion of a prophet, nothing which ſo 
1 ſoon or ſo effectually ſullies his reputa- 
f bi tion, as a tendency to indulgenee and 
bt! ſenſuality ; in him, who was „more 
bl « than-a prophet *,” we muſt expect to 
i find a perfect crucihxion of the: fleſh, 
bl with it's affections and luſts. What 
i * went ye out into the wilderneſs to 
an 2 Matt. xi. . „ 
' i 67 « ſee? 
i 


M__. i. a _ 


— 


of St. Joux the BAPTIST. 


«« ſee ?-A man clothed in ſoft raiment*?” Sscr.v. 
No, the very reverſe; A man, like his YY” 


predeceſſor Elijah, coarlly, attired ;, * his 
« raiment of camel's hair, with a lea- 
« thern , girdle about his, loins;” and 
content with the plaineſt food that na- 
ture could provide for him; * his meat, 
« locuſts, and wild honey,”;” a man, 
whole perſon, habit, and manner of life, 
were themſelves a ſermon, and the beſt 
illuſtration, of the, doctrine, he was about 
to teach a proper, perſon, to prepare the 
way for Chriſt, and, introduce the law 


to the goſpel; to ſhew men what effect 


the one, qQught to have upon them, in 
order to. diſpoſe them for the. bleſſings 
of the ther; that mercy might ſave 
from the wrath which, juſtice, had de- 
nounced, and Jeſus comfort thoſe whom 
Moſes had cauſed to mourn. 

THE, actions of a prophet, who 39. 
pears, like the Baptiſt, with an extra- 
ordinary, miſſion, though they are nat 
to be imitated by us according to the 
letter, may yet convey a moral of ge- 
neral uſe. There is no obligation en 

* Matt. xi. 8. 

d Ibid. iii. 4. 
| us 
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Confiderations on the Lift and Death 


, us. to be clothed With camel i Bair, 4 and 
1 eat hcuſfts and wild Boney, i nor are we 
commanded to \abſtajh wholl from wine, 


as St. Joby | did according to to the pre- 
diction of the"! angel concerning, 15 
delivered at the annuntiatie ion of his 

irth, He Wh drink neither wine nor 
« ſtrong drink, and ſhall be filled with 
« the Holy Ghoſt even from his mo- 
ce ther's womb *. But who. doth not 
here perceive, "evidently marked out, 


the oppoſition between ſenſuality and 
the ſpirit of holineſs, and the impoſſi- 


bility of their dwelling together under 


the lame roof ? « 1118 a malicious' ſoul 
« wiſdom Thatt not enter, nor dwell 
«ina body that is ſub ect to fin. For 
ce the holy irt of Gee will flee 
e& deceit, and remove from thoughts 
ce that are without underſtanding 2, and 
e will not abide when unrighteouſneſs 
« cometh in?.“ As, therefore, * no 
« man can ſay that Jeſus Is the Lord, 
« but by the Holy Ghoſt*,” who ſp N 


in the ſeriptures, who eulen our 


a Lake i i. 15. 
®* Wild. i. 4. 
© 3 Cor. 22.3. 


-_ FLY _— 


ler- 


of St. Joun tbe BAPTIST. 


underſtandings to interpret them, and szer. V, 
who gives authority ag W well as ability Yy 


to preach chat great truth revealed 1 in 
them, ,,cvery miniſter of, Chriſt, . who 
ſucceeds the Baptiſt i in the bleſſed work 
of calling men to ſalvation, ſhould mor- 
tify the luſts of the fleſh, that the 
graces of the, Spirit may liye and grow 
in 7 
a thorough, mortification of the 
Mia 9 J had gained a. compleat 
Lory pver the world, which had no- 
thing in it that he Wanted, And herein 
confiſted ar greatne/s of his. character 
foratold. b Dy, the angel; ““ He ſhall be 
« great. in the fight of the Lord“. 71 
Earthly pageantry ese not the at- 
tention of the ſpirits 2 oye, unleſß. it 
of to pity ach; as ſet their hearts upon 
They diſcerned ſomething , more 
ah great in the perſon of the- Baptiſt, 
when he came forth from the deſarts, 
than in that of a triumphant monarch, 
at the head af his victorious. army. 
« Behold,” faith our Lord, « they that 
wear ſoft clothing are in kings' 


* Luke i. 15. 
e houſes ; 
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Sect.V; ente 5 look for themamong the the 
Wattendants upon the \1princes!1 of this 
world, and not among my fe wants! 
They who thirſt after tom poral honours 
and advantages“ muſb gor where ſuch 
things are to bhechad. And let them go 
any where, rather than come into the 
church, with theſe diſpoſitions. For 
he who would perſuade others to defpiſe 
the world, While the love of it appears 
goyern allt his own Actions? 


. Conſiderations for the Life und Death 


to direct and 
can expect no better ſucceſs than it may 


be ſuppoſed d deter would> hate met . 
ited thoſe, ho ſtood 
with him — fire in thechigh 8 
prieſt's halh, into che fetvioe of that 
maſter, whom they had juſt before 


with, had he cinvi 


heard him deny. . When chou urt 
e converted, ſtrengthen thy brethten: 
attempt not to do it till then, leſt thou 
not only falleſt into condemnation thy- 
ſelf, but layeſt a ſtumbling block in the 
way of the weak, and cauſeſti the name 
of God and his goſpel to be thus hlaſ- 
phemed through 
neſs, while thy life is at variance with 


Matt. xi. 8. 
Luke xxii. 32. 


0 — a 


thy 


thy doctrine. He who undertakes to Szer. v. 


ſerved and canvaſſed by his ſfrarp fighted | 


St. JonN the Bar TI T. 81 


reprove the world, muſt he one hom VV 
the world cannot reprovo. All eyes will 
be upon himachis actions, his words, 
his very gaſtures and looks vill be ob- 


enemies, It will therefore behove one, 
ſo expoſed on all ſidesʒ to abſtain from 
the leaſt appearance of evil, to ſtand at 
the utmoſt diſtance from temptation, 2 
and to prevent even the paſſibility of a 
ſuſpicion s Fhe ax muſt be laid to the 
roots and bet paſſions mortthed; till the 
man become, in the emphatical lan- 
guage of fcripture, dead t ſin;, as 
a corpſe 45 10 the delights and concerns J 
of life. The dead know not any thing, 
te neither have they any more a portion 
« in any n is. Gone under the | 
oy ſan'?.” Rol (902 | * 35 
STRANGE; een as t. 75 8 
appearance and manner of life might at 
firſt; ſeem, they were preſently explain- 
ed, hen hie began to preach a doctrine 
harſh and diſtaſteful to fleſh and blood, 
as the garment he wore, aud the fo" a 


2 Rom. vi. 2. 
d Eccleſ. ix. 55 6. - 
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YcT. V. on which he ſubſiſtedc. Repent yes” 
dat is Be convertad, or changed, in 

Heart and mind, in principle and blub 
tice, from error to truth, from ſin to 
righteouſneſs, from the fleſh to the Spi- 
Fit; from the world to God; 6 for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand *3” a 
new and heavenly kingdom is abbut to 
be ſet up amongſt you, with new ahd 
heavenly laws, under a new and heavenly 
king, the promiſrd Meffiab, and none 
but men:ofirhety and heavenly tempers 
and diſpoſitions/ can poſſihly become the 
ſubjects of it. I am the perſon com- 
miſſioned to prepare you for your happy 
change, by calling you to repentance, 
and to my baptiſm Which is * the bap- 
«tifmrof TEPEnfance, for the aer 
% of fins, through faith i in him * who 
e cometh | after me, to confer -pardon 
and forgiveneſs. I am the meſſenger 
foretold by Malacſii and Jalub, ſent in 
this manner to prepare the way of him 
' who'is your King, your Lord, and your 
God, now ready to be revealed, as the 
bf ce of men. Repent Fe for'the 


a Matt. iii 2. 
k Luke iii. 3. 


9p king- 


11 Wc of besehen Toy y Thas Szcr.Vh 
did St. John hy the' foundations: of he 


evangelical edifice in mortification and 
ſelf-denial'; nor did his bleſſed Maſter 
afterward propoſe the glories of a grown 
19 any but thoſe WO ſhould be ready 
tg take up their 'Eroſs In the, way to 
them, 00902 Yinavead bas won 

Tx E appearance of conity, put,on 
by every impaſtor, is a proof of the in- 
fluence, which it hath, when genuine 
and ung tffected, over the minds of men. 
The preacher will always be attended, 


who conforms to his on doctrine, and 


exemplikies"it in his lifr G bo that doc- 
trine ever ſo rigid. No ſooner Was it 
known, that Jobn, the ſon of Zacba- 
riat, W | was come forth from the deſarts, 
and had begun to preach, but « there 


Went out unto him Jeruſalem, and all 
| « Judea, and all the region round about 


Jordan, and were baptized of him in 
ec Jordan, confeſſing their ſins . The 
diſcourſes of the Baptiſt were ſharp and 
piercing as lancets. He applied them 
home to the human heart, ſwollen with 
pride, and full of iniquity. And indeed, 


2 Matt. iii. 5, 6. 17 
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* at * 4 2 


srer V. much anxiety and wretchedneſs might 
NR beirdiieved} much delp, air ſuicide 


 mnght'ibe prev 


ented a among us of this 
land if mel meinders of ;01 Our. church 
would but fülld "Her dire Khon, and as 
often as their tnihd were © oppreſſed, and, 
they could ützt Auiet their own con; 
ſeienceb; go „td ſome diſcreet; and 
< Jearned mifliſter of God's word, and 
«open their głief, that they might re- 
Ce ee ive the — ablolution, to- 
ce) 1 2 

5 909 5 of counſel nd the 

- TH ® wild ctr ad goodnels of God 

are ſeen in his tmantier of p 1 
his aids to the exigences 0 his, pepple,... 


anch raiſing up reforiners, whe n religion 


7 


moſt needs their Help P- to revive the true 


ſpizit-of it among men. If we view. 
theiſtate of things in Jade at twg dif- 
ferent periods, 1 ſhall 1oon peręeive 
howiſeatonably”E1jah was ſent; at one 
time, and John the Baptiſt, that ſecond 
Elyahbj at another. Each was an aera 
of diſtinguiſhed corruption, but corrpp- 
tiorwof da different ſpecies. bring the 
former idolatry was the faſhionable er- 
ror, 2 had rr it's way into the 


court, 


of St. Jon x the Barrier. 1 85 
18 VI 


court; and 'overſpread, the face of the Szcr.V. 
charch. The characteriſtics of the lat. 
tet were, on the one hand, a run 
cal hypoctily, a , bogſt of; moral recti- 
tude, which exiſt ed only in theory, anÞ 
a vain confidehce, in a law which: nobody 
obſerved; on 'the other, a, Sadducean 
infidelity, "oppoſed to the national faith 
and hope, denying à reſutrection, and 
future ſtate . op retribution. Elijan re- 
claimed the People from che worſhip of 
Baal to tllät of the true God; Jon 
called his hearers from unbelik, _— 
criſy, and vice, to faith and holineſs. 5” 
A Ambalfador of heaven, ſent 1810 
preach 1 truth 60 thoſe who are captivated 
by etror, and righteouſneſs to thoſe who 
are'Thatmour, d of fin, . wall. never pro- 
ceed far in y diſcharge of his truſt, 
unlefs he be endued with, a fervent zeal 
for 'the cauſe; and the honour of Hino!" | 
that'ferit him. Every holy perſon is not 
bleſſed with e a Ipirit, any more than hes 
is inveſted with a commiſſion, to ap- 
pear in a public capacity, to reprove 


rulers and kings, to look an angry world 
in the face, and overcome all the oppo- 
ſition it can raiſe againſt him. Zeal, 
with - 


10 on fiderations on toe Lila and Deas 


Ser. V. Without holis ineſs to ſupport it, ke a 


Meteor, will blaze and expire. Zeal, 


without, knowlege. to limit and direct 
it, will waits and, deftroy, like the ele- 


ment from the effect of, which it takes 
it's name, when that has burſt it's 


bounds, and. rules. whete it ought to be 
in ſubjection. Hut when knowlege' and 


halinels are tuſt obtained, it is zeal 


which muſt, quicken, and diffuſe Woh. 
28 the ſug, doth light, and heat, for tho 
benefit of e upiyerſc. hex 


hen ſtood 
up, Eliag the prophet ay, fire,” faith 


| the ſam; of Sirach. «and his word burnt 


3 [ 


like a lamps.” And out Lord, ſpebk- 


ing of the BaptiG, gives this account 


10 him, “ He was a burning and” a 


« ſhining light*.” His zeal was tem- 


Tyan i 


_ pered with knowlege, for it gave ght; 
and his knowlege was actuated hy zeal, 
for it was burning as well as ſhining. 


His ſermons, came warm from the heart 


of the ſpeaker, and therefore found 


their way to that of the heater,” which 


Was inflamed 2 them with the love, as 


Eccleſ. xlvlli. 1 
John v. 35. 


his 


of St. Jo u the BATI ST. 


his underſtanding was ealighteaed with sse. V. 
Wn ed 


the Kktiowlege « of heavenly things 
| Aer us view and eos roy together 
the zeal of Eb, ah, exerted before idola- 
trons Mas affembled at tridunt Carmel, 


150 "that diſplayed By St. Y644, when 
he fer r Utd" Giehdtcvts 


come to his baptiſm,” 422-1 


Fon the fins 6f "the pebpte E. ud ehe 
2 'of the” Fe in the tays' of 


** 4a+444 F 


were 111 wal Nl de n author of 
them told be again ackiloweged; and 
| famine ſtalked hh the anti, preach- 
ing reß repentance as ſhe Went. "Ira! felt 
Go de wound, but dy ned nöt the” hand 
at inflicted it. The Ahrighey had 
eonſtituted the ptophet his vicegerent, 
and enjoined che egnefte to fecod Him 


in the work of reformatibn. A= and 
his ſubjects, inſtead of confulting Ei- 
Jah about the removal of their calami- 
ties, regarded him as" the btraſion of 


them, and the ſole * troübler of Iſrael.” 
At the command of 'God; he preſents 


hitnſelf befote the king, and tells him 


* Seb 1 Kings xvii, & xviii, 


plainly 
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Szer.V. plainly, < Thou art the man. ' Iſrael i is 
9 convened at mount Carmel, and re proved. | 
Why halt ye between two 'opinions ? 

15 If Jebevah be God, follow Him. But 
« if Baal, then follow Hir: The falſe 
1 8 appear on the fide of Baal and 
. il his kindred-1dols,; to the number of nine 
1 * hundred and fifty: on of the 
be] true God, 2 ſtands '2'The 
trial is made, and the 4 IRA | 
determined. by a viſible token e Ui 
vine preſence The nation returns 10 
N it's duty, idolatry is puniſhed in it's vo- 
. taries, the heaven gives rain ld the 
ak earth brings fatrhv her inereaſe! ane 90 
x Ox the hanks of Jordan we benbld, 
| in the perſon of St. hn“, another 
Ne Elial, reptoving the People uf If aet, th 
1 again departed from the Lörd their þ 
5 God, while ſome, as the Phariſces, Were | 
Fu hypecrites, and others, as the" Sad. | 


— 4 FE * —— n % * — * 
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„ „ dd 
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cees, were unbeliebers. Equally A 
ſtranger to fear and partiality,' "hd en- 

dued with a prophetical power öf dif- 
cerning that ſerpentine ſubtlety and ma- | 
5 lignity which lurked under 4 fpecious 
i outſide, he rebukes them flntply, if by 
4 N See Mart. 1 itt, 7, &e ET | | 6 
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any means, he might comtines! dem of Ser. V. 
fin, and lead them to true repentaice. 
« O generation; of Vipers}: who hath 

% warned yqu to fleet q rumithe wrath to 

« come;\? ou, Who ſenm to have 

taken poſſeſſian of the -inhevitance, 28 
if Meſſiah would never appear to claim 
it you, h truſt in- yaurſelves that 
you arg rightedus, and deſpiſe others; 
come, oh tome, ton bes baptized with 
publigang, and ſinners 7 What can be 
the reaſon of;(all this! \1 What can be: 
your motive, The bußneſd in hand is? 
not one the trifledt with! -Hypocriſy- 
hag no place here nor xuill the exter- 
nal ſhew, without: theointernal wotk/* 
in this caſe, ca 


iL ain. but 
condemnatiqn. .. Brig forth therefore 
„fruits met far tepentamt: be not 
barren, but, j bring fotth bring ſorti 
not leaves only, or fait profeſſions, pro- 
miſes, and daſigns, but *“ fruits; or 
good deeds; and ſuch asunay be wor- 
* thy” of tha. tret on which they grow; 
W a8. may advance 10 maturity, and 
ripen into holineſo.. And think bo 
« to ſay withip, yourſelres, We have 
Abraham to our father :” many will 

| M here- 
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S:cr.V., hereafter fay:that, to little: purpoſe. 18 
I geſcent fromithe loins af Abnabam will 


profit none, hut thoſe who ate like A. 
Brubami Elis trut children / are reckoned 
by faith, not cunſanguinity. Imagine 
not that the. favour of heaven is heredi- 
rar anc᷑ indefeuſible in the line of Abra 
um acoor ding to l the flaſh, or that the 
divine promiſes muſt fai if not / made 
good to you <:ford-ſay unto you, that 
God is able of theſe ſtones to raiſe up 
children runto Abraham; by the 
power of hi race hd can make con- 
vetts:ofl nations at preſent)utterly bar- 
ren qunfraitful ohdurate, who hell in- 
herit the blefſing u hichiyou reject. Nor 
dati the conſideration, that Meſſiah has 
ſo long delayed his coming, indude you 
to be careloſt and negligent for now 
eig the ax laid tothe ruot/of the tree: 
believe meg ĩhe ds at hand iciyour;; trial 
ill ſoon obe over and your fate deter- 
"mined; the / decifiveo and itremediable 
ſtroke will be! ſtruck if not / preyented 
BV a timelyurepentamca, aſpeedy and 
bal change of heart and manners; ; 
26%yery tree which bringeth not forth 
good fruit ſhall be cut dawn and caſt 


EI > TV cc jnto 
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A tinto the fire: Hitherto God hath szer. V. 
U born with your errors tand iniquitiss,. . 
1 but he will do ſo hoſilonger.  Dheilaw 
d hath been piven,tant the praphets have 
ne been ſeht; / but they are not regarded; 
li- and therefore he ĩs coming, after whom 
ar 
he 
de 
"at 


no other meſſenger ia i ẽ,t i expected 
from above. He will be he Saviour of 
all, who, from a ſenſe-of:their fins, 
fall be ready to embtace him as ſuch. 


up Jam notithat perſou but the leaſt and 
the loweſt of his ſervants, 1 ent: before, to 
2N- 


give notice of his approach, and prer 


ar- pare /yow'to receive hinnνν,s EK indeed 
in- </baptize/you. with water; tinge! repentry 
Nor '&/Aance)/>butyitas! he;whoiowh grant 
has -remiſlion (ef fins repented af 305 he that 
you '< cometh after me is mightier thang, 
0 hoſe ſhoes Tam notavorthy to bear; 

6 he bringsouuth him almighty, power 
trial from on high, to pardoncſins, and con- 
ter- fet grace uche ſhall baptize you with 
able «*« the:Holy Ghoſt and with fire, to 
nted ſanctifyq your natures, to purify, en- 
and lighten, and inſlame your hearts with 
ers; the deſire and love of celeſtial objects. 

orth At his appearance, he will try and make 
caſt manifeſt the tempets and diſpoſitions of 
into * M 2 men. 
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Scr. V. men. Deceit>and! hypocriſy thall. not 
ſtand before chim. His fan lis in his 
ny <«Vhandj and he will throughly purge 
1 is floor, ſiſting and wingowing that 
which is good from that which ſcems 
to be ſo; and he will gather his wheat 
9 %, into his garner, tranſlate to heaven 
| FE all that is pure, ſubſtahtial, and fruit 
| 7 ful; „ but he will burn up the chaff, 
= whatſoever is fallacious, light, empty, 
| and barren, th with unquenchable fire,” | 
in hell” 15-3604 fred 1603 21) tur 
8e a diſcourſe from ſuchta»perſo n 
occaſioned: great ſearchings in the hearts 
of the people. They found all the vain 
"ak opinions: andupreſumptions, on which 
42 they had been accuſtomed to>rely;:! ſud· 
denly taken from them, and nothing 
left, but to put themſelves i forthwith 
under the direction of ſo holy and hea- 
venly a preacher. With fear and trem- 
bling they applied to him, as the af- 
frighted gaoler afterwards did to Pau! 
and Silas, ſaying, What ſhall we do 
«*then*?” And when a penitent will 
alk advice of his ſpiritual: guide, with 
a determined reſolution to follow it; he 
1 ele Etlke ill. te &. l 
1 8 14 is 
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of, St. Jon the BAPTIST; 


is not fan fromthe” kingdom of God sv. V. 
He is ſenſible of his diſeaſe; and that) T 


in the maladies'of the mind, is half the 
cure. St. Jehn, in his anfwer, enjoins 
not legal, but evangelical ſacrifices, ex- 
horting his converts to ſhew the ſince- 
rity oi their converſionoby loving their 
neighbours, and relieving itheir neceſſi- 
ties, as God had loved and relieved 
them. He that hath two coats; let 
t him impart tochim that hath none 
*« and he that hath meat let him do 
likewiſe.“ Theſe works hof feeding 
and clothing the poor including all 
other acts of merey Under! 3 are 
mentioned, as being the moſt neceſſary 
and indiſpenſable; and he; ſuys a pious 
writer upon this paſſage; Who is not 
moved! with his brother's miſery, de- 
ſerves to find God unnioved with 1 
on. bug t l, fla. i 2 
Ano others that came tobe dee 
tized, were ſome" pudlicant, or tat-ga- 
therers; a ſet of men, wWhoſe employ- 
ment rendered them err as it often 
tempted them to court the favour of 
thoſe whoſemployed them, or to gra- 
ay their own. avarice, by fleecing the 
people. 
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Ster, people. Theſe alſo wette Hhiportanate 
'B beck St. ob, Keying, „And what ſhall 
. «we do? And he falk *ynto tliem, 
5 cc Exact no more than 'tHar Which is 
1 ” appointed” ou.” Thie keflections of 


1 the writer Aboveseited, upon this caſe 


N of the Publicans, and the following c one 
f of the Heller, are o extremely ſen- 
bh idle, judicious, and pertinent, that the 
1 reader will haye an "oblightion to me, 
5 for preſentin 7 Tim with them, nearly 
5 as I find thein, 050 K wile preacher, like 
7 8 5 ln, .th ould diſtiy mth the abuſes 
N — any ſta ite or c condition 0 f Hife from | 
1 he he con 1c i f; he th6ult be ſo far | 
* 1 om diſturbi either Hip pedde — a 
1 vate as or the bee repoſe { 
= by condemning ! necefary emp loym Vinents, 
= that he ou git carefully af b { 
9 by. contenting himſtif ich only, f 
2 krenching the diſordets- and inj lſtice 9 
| 4 of thoſe WO e kerciſe them. Mr be { 
ib exact in not? permitting any Abuſes!! in F 
employments of this nature, t Kerbe b 
the ſtate : and thole 166ſc Uthiſts, who a 
"I allow and authorize them, are perni- (c 
1 cious to governments, "by rendering li 
bt: theſe employmientFodious to the people, 0 
1 3 by 
q 


- of” =" 
7 1 * A 
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by favouring he wh 
couraging aQts of inju 
giying oa 00 fe reb 06 and revo ltr. 
«And la Id diers ended of hi 
« ſaying. An 450 4 ig Il we. do? ind 
« he ſaid unto, them, Ds oy violence to t 0_no 
% man, Neither, accuſe ANY. fal 1 5 pi 
« be content. with your Wages.” St. 
Jolis here, in. che laſt plac, eile 


the duties of ont litary pers ts Fares ſhews, 

that no g ndition is REY from fal- 

vation. The by. 12 8 0 ar is. 0 i or 

itſelf at all oppolite;t 1 7 linge thers 

haye been ot. only. ch 5 lan n, % 10 bye 

of if — Bas b f 7 mart 48 
oft hat. pr 


" Was COnr 
a | 9 15 n nc 


——— ,not 


e ed tho fe wh 7 ted them 
felves c Ire him. to,.c Dtinue in, 
ſtate. „Hopreyer it is Certainly | Flat 9 
obſtacles t9.. alvation,. which very "few 
furmgunt. ſtate, w WI ich is generally 
a Fithe YES of 13 aſſion, or li- 
bertiniſ im, or, tl prong blind deſtina- 
fo, violent. a tumultuous, agrees but 
little, with tl exerciſes. of Chriſtianity, 
or {hs ſpicit of the goſpel, „0 which 1 is al 
peace, 


tiop of, birtl 1 0 E WP, b are 


mypr urings, by en- ger V. 
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Conſiderations on the Life and Death 


Szcr.V. peace, charity, and meekneſs. It is 
1 notwithſtanding ju uſt and neceſſary, that 


there ſnould be men to defend the ſtate; 
but it is ſtill more juſt and neoeſſaty, 
that this ſhould not be done at the ex- 
pence of ſalvation. The grace of God 
can do every thing: this is what ought 
to comfort thoſe who intend to ſerve 
him in ſerving, their king and country. 


_ Ons cannot but obſerve the general 


agreement and harmony Which ſeem to 
have prevailed, at this time among men 
otherwiſe of ; tempers and diſpoſitions 
very different from, and oppoſite. to each 
other. Jews and Gentiles, Phariſees 
and Publicans, idducees and Soldiers, 
all confeſs their fans, and participate of 


the ſame baptiſm, all, ſtruck, with ap- 


prehenfions of ſome impending evil, all 
luis from the wrath to come, forget- 
ting their mutual hoſtilities and anti- 
pathies, and, like the creatures in the 
days of Noah, taking refuge together 
in the ark. As if the prophecy of 1/arab 
had now begun to receive it's accom- 
pliſhment, the publicans, who, before 
the Preaching of Jobn, were ravenous 


as (evening « wolves,” became as in- 
nocent 


* Sue in Lot: 


able as the bn and! 


St. Jon ir Barrier, 


Hocent as the lar, „he ſoldiers, Sor W. 
wh bad been emal Rt and cruel Vl 


48 the „Hon > Became tage and tract 


necks td the yoke of the bel. Such 
of the 'Phatiſees kent who, before 
their baptiſth, had beeft yehomious as the 
« aſp,” or tcKatrice > did, by the 
_ teeeiving' of this ba bein, and 
abe aye "hem be- 
oem, mild Af g A e ſucking, 
RCP WELL * ta" $6) 

* 2 E cdl mt in A. 

22 by HE Runons & Wk "bn, 

0 dan Which the w he 17 0 
their ej Syed nring gület aſi 11 were in 
expecta oh '6f Rer Lofd, etokened the, 
mänifeftation ö the Pie of of peace. 
„Then cmetH Jefus Tom 615 ee to 

„Jordan to Jehn, to be Baprized of 
«hit Aftet thirty years | "os in e 
tiremnent ir Marel bh blelte fled Jeſus 
was now to Break f6tth, ti ke the furl 
from”'s Houd; br a Kreamn from the 
bowels "of the earth, to boa age man- | 


0130 „08“ 0 
® See: the, Works af Dr Thomat Jackſon, ui; 522. 


0 Matt.! in. 13, Kc. ry 
N kind 
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$zer-V. kind by his doctrine, and refreſh them 
—IYY with the influences of his; grace. The 


mighty concourle' of all rhaks and de- 
grees of ople attending St. John at 
the river Fo ordan, rendered that the fit- 
teſt | place W he might firſt ſhew 


bimlelk to che world. He who knew 


no ſin, but as to to take away the ſins of 
all other men, preſented himſelf in the 
crowd of GR: as one of them, and 
ſolicited te the baptiſm of repentance,” 
not that water” might fandtify him, but 
that he mig cht 1 ſanctify water to the 
10 « myſtical Wallung away e 

Se at the thought of the 
Maſter. being baptized by the ſervant, 
St. John at firſt . forbad Nin fa ping, 1 I 
< have need to be baptized of thee, and 


. comeſt thou to me? And Jeſus an- 


« ſwering faid unto bim, Suffer it to be 
« ſo now, for thus it becometh us to 


« fulfil all righteouſneſs. "Then he ſuf- 
„ fered him.” Jeſus Chr iſt, as con- 
deſcending to ſtand 1 with our 


ſins, and, to that end, being made 


„ under 180 law *, „ was to "fulfil the 
iu righteouſneſs of the law, as it con- 


a Gal. _— 
ſiſted 


of St. Jann the BaerT1sST. 


ſiſted in an obedience to ceremonial lie; V. 
rites, as well as moral precepts. In the —__— 


character and capacity of our ſubſtitute, 
he underwent”. circumcil ) on, although 
he had no lin of, his own, 185 be cut off; 
and received, baptiſm, 3 ideen he ha 

no poll lution "of his own to be waſhed 


* 


away. What Chriſtian ca can dish the or- 


dinances of the church, When he ſees 
the Redeemer, for his fake, ſubmitting 
to . e all? 1 

No ſooner Was Jede baptized, but 
he * came. up \Rraightway” out of the 
river, like another Fofby | 4% frading his 
people, through the ny it f Jordan, 
to the lang of promiſe. And 5 he Was 
8 praying,” doubtleſs for fucceſs i in the 
great work be had undertaken, cc Lo, 
« the heavens | were opened, and the 
« Spirit of, ( God,” encompaſſed, we may 
preſume, Wich a blaze of glory, deſ- 
« cended 1 im a bodily ſhape like a dove,” 
ſpeaking better things than that of 


Noah. In. this form, emblematical of 


innocence. and purity, it lighted, 2 
ſettled, and. abode upon him, the F ather 
thus conſecrating him to his office, by 
10 — him with the Holy Ghoſt 
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Szcr.V. “ and with power !, as the legal mini- 
ſters were anointed with oil, And that 
1 no doubt might, remain, the appearance 
# was farther explained by “ a voice from 
= - heaven, ſaying, *« This is my beloved 
A « Son, in ,whom..1 am well pleaſed.” 
* Such are the blefpgs which, in effect, 
. do always attend the divine ſacraments, 
i when duly adminiſtered, with prayer. 
1 For then the heavens are opened, apd 
13 the Spirit is given, to conform us to the 
7 image of a meek and holy Haviour, and, 
if through him, to make Wen * 
it * * af Godicoo 1 101 21 (363k + 
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Confiderations oh! the teftimony born 5 
Sr. Joh, at different” times, to "the 


5 e e O01 19 ane 


917 


Cane ieee Lt Attard v 


/ HEN: ſeman of God; othwoaitecr VI. 
che power of divine grace, hath "YO 
made ſome proficiency in holineſt, and 
ſeth the world and the fleſti under his 
feet, it is not uncommon for his third 
grand enemy, the devil, to ſet upon 
him, and prevail over him, by puffing 
him up with a conceit of his own ex- 
cellency, and ſo rendering his very at- 
tainments an occaſion of his falling. 
The hurt which a man receives, in ſuch 
a Cale, is propertionable to the height 
from which he falls; as hell was firſt 
prepared for the tempter himſelf, be- 
eauſe he fel from 3 of; | 
IT is not, therefore, the leaſt con- 
ſpicuous part of St. John's character, 
that a ſanctity ſo extraordinary was not 
in him accompanied with any degree of 
N pride, 
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b * Szcr.VI.pride, a worm, which often cankers 
te faireſt fruits that grow in the gar- 
j f den of God. He heard his own praiſe 
1 echoed from very e quarter, and ⸗ all 
18 4 men, track with Arc on at what 
was about to happen, 40 neg in their 
il hearts concerni! ng him, whether he 
F. was the Chtiſt . Nay 7 the Sanhe- 
drim, that they mig ht be reſolved in fo 
important a point, ſent a formal depu- 
1 tation of ** Prieſts and Levites from Je- 
: ' *'rufalem, to enquire of him, Who art 
4 cc thou ®.” As the Baptiſt was, at that 
* ume; in High" repute among his coun- 
„ trymen, and 48 fecular deſigns : are ſome- 
times covered®\ with Ip iritual pretences, 
it 18 not impöffible, * that they, might 
7 hope to flatter him into an PRE 
Þ ment of his being i ſome great one,” 
atid'to-frame of him a Meſſiah adapted 
to their purpoſes. But Jon was neither 
ambitious of an, honour which did not 
2 


9 3 


* belong to him, nor aſhamed of a Maſ- 
ter, who was about to appear in- the 
We form of a'ſervant. He took no glory to 
i. himſelf, but remitted it all where he 
. MS 14 

= e li. 15. 

N John i. 19 Kc. 1 
. = 1 


new 


_ * neſs, Make ſtraight the way of the 
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knew it to be due. 40 He confeſſed, and Seer. VI. 
denied not, but conf fied, Jam not 
« the Chriſt. And they aſked. him, 
40 What then! ? Art xa Elias,” that is, 
El zal the Tiſbbite, whom. they expected 
to deſcend from, heaven 7 .< And. he 


« ſaith, I am not. Art, thou O gem, 
« the prophet,” meaning probably << Je- 
* remias, or one of the prophets,” 
whom, as it appears by Matt. xVI. 14. 
the Jews looked for to ariſe from the 
dead. « And he anſwered, Nod „g 
To all theſe Enquiries, "made by. the 
prieſts and' Levites deputed from the 
Sanhedrim, St. Jobn returned anſwers 
which” were true, but conciſe as. poſ- 11 
fible, that they might take no advan- | 
tage of his words, being aware that 
they grew envious of his fame, jealous 
for their own authority, and. fearful of 


JB 


a Meſſiah, who would not anſwer their 


In 
hopes, by gratifying their avarice and 
ambition. LY Then ſaid they to him, 
cc Who art chou, that we may give. an 
10 anfwer to them that ſent us? What 
a ſayell 590 of thyſelf? ? He aid, I am 


ie the voice of one crying in the wilder- 


— — - 6, ab 8 


« Lord, 


* 

104 Confiderations on the Life and Deut]. 
Seer. VI“ Lord, as faid the prophet Eſalas. 
W This was informing them plainly 
f enough, that the prophecies were ſoon 
$: | to. be accompliſhed by the manifeſtation 
Y of Meſſiah, and that repentance; av- 
cording to his doQrine and baptiſm, was 
the only prepatation fit and neceſſary to 
be made; for the reception of their 
r 

They ah were ſent were of the 
** Phariſees.” and conſequehtly | could 
not reliſh tidings Which put an end to 
all their ſchemes of temporar dominion, 
and earthly grandeut, imeblcatin ing, in- 
ſtead of them, the duties of mortifica- 
tion and ſelf-denial. This Was not ei, 
ſyſtem; and many, in evety age lince, 
have been of the ſame opinion, not 
caring to receive Chriſt, unleſs he came 
to them with the world in his Hand. 
Finding, therefore, chat Jon Had ho 
vanity to be worked upon, they had re- 
courſe to other meaſures, and begaf to 8 


; difpute his commiſſion to | baptize 3 i 
: « They aſked him, and (aid ante him, | f 
1 66: Why baptizeft thou then, If thou be N 
. % not that Chriſt, nor Elias, ' neither * 
: many i 


1 3 chat Prophet 
St. 


7 


did St. John give to the Saviour of the 
5 O world, 
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j St. John's reply ſhews his own hu-szer. VI. 
y mility, and, at the ſame time, bears te 
U timony to, the dignity of. ſeſus. I in- 
* «« deed; haptize you with water; my 
1 baptiſm, like my preaching, is prepa- 
bg ratory only, leading to another baptiſm 
0 of the Spirit, Which ſhall cleanſe. the 
17 ſouls of penitents from every thing that 
95 defileth, through faith in Meſſiah and his 
de. heavenly doctrine. And this Meſſiah is not 
my afar off, as you may imagine him to be; 
r « there ſtandeth one among you, whom 
* « ye; know not; he appears like other 
mY men, lowly, unattended, undiſtinguiſu- 

7 ed; he doth not,, as yet, think proper 
* to manifeſt his power and glory; but 
*. hereafter you will find him to be far 
N other than he ſeems. As to myſelf, of 

0 whom ſome are pleaſed to entertain an 
55 high opinion, I am nothing: This is 
550 « he, who, coming after me, is pre- 
* « ferred before me, as much as the 
100 greateſt maſter is before the meaneſt of 
he's his ſervants, deemed unworthy to per- 
a 3 form the leaſt office about his perſon ; 
Ns « the latchet of whoſe ſhoes I am not 
hf « worthy to unlooſe.” This teſtimony 


105 Confiderations on the Laie and Death 


0 Srer. VI. world, in the audience of the prieſts, 
audLevites, and the people, < at Betha- 
.- «bara beyond Jordan, where he was 
1 ce haptizing. Intent upon humbling 
MW himſelf, that his great Lord and Maſter 
br might be exalted, he declared himſelf 2 
[4 meſſenger only, ſent to prepare his ways; 
flak and every thing in him, and about him, 
. ſpoke the ſame language. 
i „Tux next day, an opportunity 
18 offered itſelf of pointing out the perſon 
5 of Jeſus: to the people 218 John ſeeth 2 
wht << Jeſus coming unto him, probably, to q 
. acknowledge hirn as bis friend, relation, 
6 and precurſor ; < and faith; Behold the 
uf Lamb of God, which taketh away | 
Fil «the ſin of the world: Behold that 0 
Hi "bleſſed perſon prefigured in the lau, and 2 
- foretold- by the prophets one that 1s 2 
all meekneſs and innocence, . patience t. 
"a reſignation, without offence in his o 
mouth, without guile or malice in his 
Berg without ſpot or blemiſh in ſoul 
49 or body; the Lamb which Abraham 
| told his ſon 1/azc, that God would in 
time provide; the Lamb, by the ſprink- 
ling of whoſe blood, true 1/raelites are 
preſerved from mt deſtroyer ; the 1a- 
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concert, and favour each other's pre- 


46 _ deſchadimg . n on 


the Baptiſt and Nu Cbriſt. g i 
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crifice on which are laid the iniquities Szcr. VI. 
of us all; the Saviour Who, by expia- - 
ting, taketh away the ſin of the world, 

and conferreth righteouſneſs on them 

that will believe in him, and accept it 
from him, being conformed to his ex- 
ample of meekneſs and lowlineſs. This, 
O all ye that bchold him, this is he 
of whom I ſaid, after me cometh 
„% man which is preferred before me, 
„for he was, he exited, apes before 
% me, even from the beginning; he is 
fairer than the children of;anen, full of 
grace and truth, of divine. bee. and 
celeſtial beauty. e 


To guard againſt any bene of 


colluſion between two perſons, who 


as relations, might be ſuppoſed to act in 


tenſions, St. John adds, And I knew 
him not, but he that ſent. me to bap- 
te tie with water, the ſame ſaid unto 
« me, Upon whom thou ſhalt fee the 


1 30 3 \ 


4 en ** Woch lier os any „lach colluſion folly 
demonſtrated by the Reverend, Mr. Bel, in his exact 


and elaborate Engidry into the Dish Mifffens ef Jobs 


O 2 T kinks 
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3 . . . . . 
I, Szcr.VI.< him, the dame is he which baptizeth 
Ds with the, Holy, Ghoſt,” 


From this paſſage, we learn, that the 


35 f 
5 viſible deſcent of the Spirit was the ſign 
. given to St. Jahn, whereby be was to 
. know the Meſſiah. Jeſus was brought 
if up at Nagareth; and St. Join was edu- 
* cated in the deſarts; and it ſeems to 
* have. been ſo ordered by Providence, 
* that no interview had paſſed between 
| them, after they had arrived to years of 
| maturity. When Jeſus, therefore, came 
| to be baptized, St. John had no know- 
. lege of his perſon. But, probably, on 
bl making the enquizies, uſual at baptiſm, 
„ into his profeſſion, name, and place of 
bt .abode, and, finding likewiſe, that he 
"Bf had no fins to confelſs?, as all others had, 
in; he {aw reaſon ſufficient to conclude, that 
is. this was the Chriſt ;, which might oc- 
. caſion his apology, “ I have need to be 
W « baptized of thee,” &c. And then, 
„ when Jeſus came up out of the water, 
3 the Spirit deſcended, and put the mat- 
6 ter beyond all doubt. * 0 and bare 
El! | a See Ainotations on St. Jobs s Cope, by the Rev, 
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Mr. Merrick; Part IF, p. 50. and the Works of Dr. 
Jackſon, by him referred to, Vol. II. p. 518. 


« record, 


of St. Jo HN the BAPTIST. 


«record, that this is the Son of God.” Sgr. VI. 


So little account did theſe two wonder- 


ful perſonages make of their relation 


according to the fleſh. ' From their in- 
fancy they had not converſed together ; 
and when they met, it was in public, 
that John might bear his teſtimony ; 
ſoon after which, he was'caſt into pri- 
fon, and ſaw Jeſus no more. An higher, 
more important, and durable connec- 
tion, than any formed by conſanguini- 
ty, engaged his attention, as it ſhould 
do that of all Chriſt's diſciples, accord- 


ing to thoſe deep and divine ſtrains of 
St. Paul; The love of Chriſt con- 


« ftraineth us, becauſe we thus judge, 


«« that if one died for all, then were all 


« dead; and that he died for all, that 
te they which live ſhould not henceforth 
ce live unto themſelves, but unto him 
* which died for them, and roſe again. 
«© Wherefore/ henceforth know we no 
* man after the fleſh, yea, though we 
have known Chriſt after the fleſh, yet 


% how henceforth know we him no 


© more. Therefore if any man be. in 


% Chriſt, he is a new creature: old 
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Szcr.VI. © things are paſt away; behold, all 
WYV « things are become new. 
Tur Baptiſt, having now lived to 
fee the Lord's'Chrift, and fhew him to 
the world, was teady, like old Simeon, 
to depart in Peace, and to make over 
his diſciples to a''better Maſter, who 
would never leave them, nor forfake 
them. Again, the next day after, 
John ſtood, and two of his diſeiples; 
and looking upon Jeſus as he walked, 
e he faith,” Behold" the Lamb of God.“ 
Happy the Chiriſtian miniſter, who, like 
gt. Jobi, lives only to port out the 
Saviour to his pebple. And happy the 
people, Who, like the tro diſeiples, 
thereupon follow Felus, enquite where 
he dwelleth, enter in, au abide with 
m bas uni n 175. 
To one 65 St. Nabirs difpoſitio it 
a not but be matter of con , to 
find envy and jealouſy ſtürring in the 
breaſts of his diſciples," oh account! of 
the increaſing fame of Jeſus, as being 
likely to eclipſe" that of their maſter. 
For 0n-occafion of a diſpute which had 
happened about purification by baptiſm 


a 2 Cor. V. 14. | 


(diſputes 


F K. JouN tbe Barris Tr. 141 
we {diſputes being ſeldom, managed. fo. as Scr. VI. 5 
| not to produce ill- will) - they, cane 
t unto John, and ſaid unte him, Rabbi, | 


0 

5 Che that was with ther beyond Jordan, 
N „to whom thou deareſt witneſs, be- 
er hold, the ſame baptizeth, and all 
10 men come unto him *;” intimating, 
te that John was in danger of loſing both 
IT, his credit and his diſciples, by means 
93 of one, whom they took for a diſciple, 
4; like themſelves, as he, had been bapti- 
Ky zed by the ſame. maſter. 80 ready are 
ke men, at every turn, to fotm parties in 
me religion, and to ſet up. their reſpective 
the teachers in, oppoſition to each other 
les, the conſequences of which! are, that 
jere the hearers, waſte that time in wrang- 


vith ling about a duty, which ſhould be 
40 ſpent in practiſing it; and the teachers, 
4 it if they have not good hearts and ſteady 
to | heads, preach - themſelves, inſtead of 
ch preaching. Jeſus Chriſt. ** All men come 
* to him! Great hath been the power 
of this argument to kindle. the flames of 
emulation and diſſention in the church; 
and the diſciples of John did not doubt 
but that the conſideration would excite 
2 John iii. 26, Ce. | 7 
A in 


Confiderations on the Life and Death 


Secr.VI.in him thoſe paſſions, which they felt 
W working within themſelves. 


Böer he Va not framed Uf Materials 


liable to take fire from ſuch a ſpark. 


On the contraty, a peruſal of the diſ- 
courſe which this addreſs procured from 


him, is enough at any time to extin- 


guiſh it, where it may have fallen. He 


made uſe of the incident, tor bear his 
laſt and moſt noble teſtimony to the 
power and majeſty of his Lord. So far 


was he from being offended, or chagri- 
ned, becauſe” all men reſorted to Jeſus, 


that he trivmphed i in it, as his glory and 
his joy, as the very end for which he 
was ſent into the world, to preach and 


to baptize. As if he had ſaid - 
Wur are ye jealous, and why do 

envious thoughts ariſe in your hearts? 

Look not to me, or to any thing that is 


in me, but to God, who made me what 
T am, placed me in the ſtation, and 


called me to the office deſigned for me; 
« 2 man can receive,” or take to him- 


ſelf, „nothing, except it be given him 


« from above. And ye know the cha- 
racter in which I have ever ated; Ve 


t * yourſelves bear me witneſs, that 1 
« ſaid, 


M St. Jon x. the BAPTIST. 


cc aid. Jam not the Chriſt, but that OE: VI. 
«am ſent before him,” as his meſſenger VD 
and miniſter, not to aſſemble diſciples 


þ mine on name, but to prepare men 
for him, and direct men to him. If 
therefore ye ſet ſo much by my autho- 
rity, why do ye not credit my teſtimo- 
ny? To Meſſiah, not to me, the church 
is to be gathered and united; and *« he 
that hath the bride is the bridegroom: 
but the friend of the bridegroom,” 
who hath been honoured with a ſhare 
in bringing about ſo happy an event, 
and who, when it is brought about, 


KC ſtandeth and heareth him” converſing 


with, his, ſpguſe, cannot therefore be 


grieved and vexed; he cannot envy the 


felicity of the bridegroom, or deſire to 
takt the bride from him; but moſt aſ- 
ſuredly congratulates with him, and 
vo * Fejoiceth, greatly becauſe of the bride- 


| 40 groom.s voice, finding that he hath 


ſo well ſnccended | in the work in which 
he was employed. This is my very caſe, 


when you come and tell me, that all 


men reſort to the perſon, of whom I 


have ſo often teſtified, that he is the 
Chriſt ; © this my joy therefore is ful- 


1 P « filled.“ 
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ster. Vl. te filled.” I have no greater 2 
chan to hear, that diſciples o from 
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to him. As the morning. tar, I only 
ſhone to proclaim. che approach of the 
fun; - Now he is riſen, I go down; 
«he muſt inereaſe, but I muſt decreaſe,” 
he will ſhine more and more unto the 
perfect day, while I ſhall ſet, and diſ- 
appear. And reaſon good why it ſhould 
be ſo. That which is preparatory muſt 
give place to that which i is perfective; 
a baptiſm of water muſt yield to a bap- 
tiſm of fire; an human inſtructor muſt 
_— to one that is divine. He that 
is of the earth is carthly, ang nd ſpeak- 
” eth of the earth; in ſpite of his beſt 
endeavours, he will favour of his origi- 
nal, and there will be an alloy of duſt 
and aſhes in all he ſaith ; whereas / he 
that cometh. from heaven, 1 mean 
the bleſſed perſon of whom ye are ſo 
Jealous, . is above all“ the children of 
Adam. When this ſun ſhineth in his 
ſtrength, every ſtar is obſcured, and the 
world will perceive the difference be- 
tween the diſcourſes of the Maſter and 
thoſe of the ſervant, as readily as it diſ- 


tinguitheth the glories of the day from 
the 


of Sv. Jony the BAPTIST; 


the pale luſtre and faint glimmering of Szer. VI. 
thoſe orbs, which ſetve in ſome mea - 


ſure to difpeb the darkneſs of the night 
According to the grace given unto: me, 
J have declared the kingdom of heaven 
to be at hand; but when Meſſiah ſpeaks 
of that kingdom, he ſpeaks from his 
own knowlege; what he hath ſeen 
1 and heard, that he teftifieth ;” and 


yet, though I have ſaid ſo much of him, 


and ſo many go to hear him, no man 


* receiveth his teſtimony,” as he ought 
to, do. Think not this a flight matter, 
for no one can diſbelieve him, without 
giving God the lie; „he that hath re- 
« ceived his teſtimony, hath ſet to his 


„ ſeal, that God is true,” by allowing 


the credentials of his Son, and acknow- 
ledging' in him the accompliſhment of 
What was fofetold by the law, by the 


prophets,” and by myſelf; For he,” 


the Mefliah, * whom God hath ſent, 
e ſpeaketh' the words of God,” and 


that in a different ſenſe from all others, 


who, from time to time, have been 
endued with ſuch a portion of the di- 


vine influence as was meet for them; 
but „God giveth not the Spirit by 
P 2 ic mea» 
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Sgr. VIE meaſure unto him, having decreed, 
that in him ſhould all“ fulneſs dwell. 
fe For the Father lovethi the Son, not 
ft as he loveth any of his faithful ſervants, 


r - . 
* W B p#>-v * of 
«<4 - 


i but ſo as that he hath put all things 

fl « into; his hand, diſpenſing glory, ho- 
Wh - nour, and immorxtality to mankind, 

1 through him alone. Be no longer en- 
. 0 vious and jealous, then, of his great- 
1 neſs, which is your falvation. If you 
{220 would honour me, and at the ſame time 
. ſerve your own eternal intereſt, receive, 

4 in few words, the ſum and ſubſtance 
1160 of this my laſt teſtimony ---- « He 
bh, e that believeth on the Son, hath ever- 
oh « laſting life: and he that believeth 
1 * not the Son, ſhall not ſee life; but 
5 e the wrath of God abideth on him.“ 
10 : By this part of St. John's character 
"8 and conduct, in how pleaſing a manner 
24 are the miniſters of Chriſt inſtructed, 
5 that they are to bear teſtimony to him, 
Will not to themſelves ; to ſeek his glory, 
We not their own ; that they ſhould take 
5 pleaſure in the ſucceſs of their breth- 
= ren's labours, by which the cauſe of 
10 their common Maſter is promoted; that 
1 N . „ 
SY 

5 

A 
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the riſing lights of the church ſhould Sgr. VI. 
do honour to thoſe who have gone be YY 
fore them, and the ſetting ones rejoice 
to be outſhone by thoſe who are coming 
after them; that envy and jealouſy, in 
ſhort,. ought to have nd place among 
the diſciples of the Lamb of God, on 
whom deſcended and abode the celeſtial 
Dove, 018% | 
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DM TRAB LE; is ; the advice BY the 

fon. of Hirach to every one Who 
is 5 to ſtand forth in the cauſe of 
true religion. 150 My op, if thou come 
« to ſerve the Lord, prepare thy, ſqul 
« for temptation, Set thy heart aright, 
and conſtantly endure, and, make not 
« haſte in time of trouble. Whatſo- 


© ever is brought upon thee take cheer- 


« fully, and be patient when thou art 
" 7 eRnged to a low eſtate, | For gold is 
« tried in the fire, and acceptable men 
« in the furnace of adverſity *.” The 
reformer will proceed but a little way 


in his work, whoſe zeal is not backed 
with fortitude. The apprehenſion of 
danger, or even the frown of power, 


a Ecclel. ii. 1. 5 


wall 


. 
4 
4 
< 


he entered u 


.. Jaun the Barrier. 


will alter his ſentiments; he will ſee. Sed. VII. 
point of view, and 


things in a different 
turn with every blaſt of faſhion or in- 
tereſt, till he himſelf” believes every 
thing, and his hearers, offended and 
confounded; believe nothing. 
Nor ſo the Baptiſt. What went ye 
tout into the wilderneſs.to ſee ? A reed 


«+ ſhaken with the wind*.” No: a c- 
lumn firm and immoveable, againſt 


which winds might blow, and waves 
_— in ln; one who had fixed his 

tinciplec and conſidered well, before 
upon action; oße we be- 
gan not to build, till he had fiſt count- 


ed the coſts} but 'who „When once he 
did begin, would be ſure't6 finiſh. 


A isbn unacquainted with the 
Ad and the tempers of it's ehild- 


ren, might, Perhaps, be ſurprized upon 


hearing, that a prophet, like St. Join, 


who ſpent his time in calling his fellow 
de to Happigoſs and laden, and 


who coveted” no man's gold, or ſilver, 
or appatet, was eaſt into priſon. But, 
as the wiſe man obſerveth, ** The thing 
„which hath been i is that which ſhall 


Y Matt, xi. 7. 
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120 Confiderations,0n-the Liſt and Death 
Sect. VU. {4be,; and there is nothing new under 


« the ſun :; Abab, at the inſtigation 


of Jezebel, again thirſts after the blood 
of Elyah. 3 TION; vid (341419. 10 bl I; 


H x ROD, the tetratch of Gallery: had 
put AWay, Þ4s,jOWn. wife, the daughter 


of Aretas, and had marned Heradiat, 


the wife of his brother Philip whom, 
contrary to the laws of hoſpitality as 
well as religion, he had ſeduced, while 
a gueſt in ber, huſband's houſe The 


andi and integrity of the Baptiſt had 


begotten, ęveg cin Herd, a great yene+ 
en and reverence for his character. 


Y 5 «Herod feared, John, knowing that he 


i was a juſt man, and an holy, and ob- 
ſeryed him, and when he heard him, 


he did many things, ande heard him 


*« gladly -. But the matter: of Herodras 


Was a tender point, on which the: te- 
trarch was not diſpoſed to hear the law, 


becauſe, he was not diſpoſed to do it. 


He was determined to perſexere in What 
was wrong, and his monitor to perſiſt 
in telling lm off its Mituaut py] 


OV 1 } or 


© Mark vi. 20. 
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John ſaid unto him, It is not lawful Se. VII. 
for thee to have thy brother's wife.” WIS 
John, Who had overcome the world, 

could not, either by promiſes or threat! 
nings, be induced to recede from his 

duty, through hope of temporal good, 

or fear of temporal evil. He was there- 

m, fore'\ſoon\\convineed,” by being carried 

48 to priſongiethat Herod had no farther 

ile occaſion for his ſervice. And who doth 

he vot rathet wille to have been impriſoned 
nad 

ne / 


. 7 bo 
. 


wath him;! than to have glittered in all 
* the glorieg of the throtie” bf Herd? 
tar. Happy John ſequeſteted once more 
\ he from u troubleſome world, to converſe 
ob- with Godlo and to mediale on that 
um, blefſed plate and that hleſſed company, 
him — hebwas now haſtening! 
a I this ſituation we find the thoughts 
te- of the Baptiſt employed not upon his 
own ſufferings, but upon the intereſts 
of his great Maſter, the fame of whoſe 
miracles had reached the priſon, and 
ſounded in his ears. When John had 
heard in ptiſon the works of | Jeſus; 
* he ſent two of his diſciples “ 
Thus the afflictions and tribulations 
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Conſiderationt on the Life and Death 


gect. VI. which a Chriftian muſt endure for a 
SY V little. ſeafon,.. 1n the world, ſhould ſerve 


only to quicken his deſires after his Re- 
deemer, of whoſe, works, wrought in 
merey for the children of men, he will 
often hear ;, and the contemplation of 
them ſhould afford him continual de- 
light in the time of his captivity, until 
the day of his enlargement ſhall come. 

With Paul and Silas let him declare the 
glad tidings of ſalvation, and ſing the 
praiſes. of God in the priſon-houſe. Let 


him enquire diligently, and take every 


opportunity of hearing more particulars 


concerning his Saviour, as alſo of pla- 


cing others in the way of information. 
So will he copy the example of him, 
who, „ when. he heard, in priſon the 
«works of Jeſus, ſent two of his diſ- 
% ciples, that they might be more 


fully inſtructed, as to his perſon and 
ann. 


F . this. 1 muſt fave: [EY St. 


Helns intention in ſending them, is 
plain from the queſtion which they were 


enjoined to aſk ;. Art thou he that 
, ſhould come, or do we, look for an- 


e other? The Baptiſt could not pro- 


pole 


of St. Jo nx the BApTISr. 


| poſe this queſtion for his own informg- Sec, VII. 
tian, but evidently for that of his dif. WY 


ciples, whoſe prejudices in favour of 


himſelf, their firſt mater, he found it 
ſo difficult to conquer. What he had 
hitherto ſaid having proved inſufficient 
for that purpoſe, he now, in compaſſion 
to their infirmity, cbndeſcendeth to 
have their ſeruples propbunded in his 
own name; affording us thereby- a 


very uſeful hint, that in order te in- 
ſtruct others, we ſhould abaſe'ourſelyes, 
and know how to become weak with 
| thoſe who are» ſo. Fot it often hap- 
pens, that men need information upon 


ſame important point, who either thro' 
Pride or 'baſhfulneſs Will not aſk it; or 


through paſſion and prejudice will not 


recelye it at our hands. In this caſe, 
the good, which we cannot do directly, 
we mult contrive, if we can, to do in- 


directly, by propoſing thoſe queſtions 


ourſelyes, which we know that others 
in company want to hear anſwered, but 
cannot bring themſelves 'to'-afle; This 
method of edifying the weak, without 
expoſing their infirmities, will produce 


in them that love and confidence to- 
Q 2 wards 
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Conſideration on the Life, and Death 


Sect. VII. wards us, which, for their on ſakes, 
EL fs with them to have. Whereas a con- 


trary conduct, by Prafieing and alie- 
nating their 2 ections from us, may 
put it out of © our, POWER. ever to be of 
ſervice to them Again, 


23 ,.t 


Tur ſame Charſtabie plan. i 1s: ae, 


on by our Lord > Who, in his anſwer, 
inſtructs the diſciples, by ſeeming to 
inſtruct their maſter; Go (faith he) 
« and rell Jahn, what ye have, ſeen and 
« heard,” And this may ſuggeſt a rea- 
ſon, why, Chriſhians in; general ſhould 
converſe more upon religious ſubjects, 
than they are wont, to do, hpth aſking 
queſtions, like St. Jahn, and returning 
anſwers, like Chriſt, for the benefit and 
improvement of the by-ſtanders, who 
may need information, through the per- 


ſon to whom one immediately addreſſeth ä 


oneſelf, ſhould not. And many a man 
hath been the better, all his life after, 


for a ſeaſonable word ſpoken. 3 in com- 
mon converſation, which is often more 


regarded and attended to, than a Hom! 
diſcourſe from the pulpit. 


THE 


cc" 


HF 


of St. JohN tze BAPTIST. 


Tux beſt proofs of a divine miſſion, Sed VII 
which man is kap able of receiving, are — 


miracles, evidently” and inconteſtably 


ſuch; miracles, of the reality of which 
the outward ' ſenſes, the eyes and the 


ears, are competent Judges ; miracles 
wrought publickly in the face of the 


world, in the preſence of enemies as 
well as friends; and that; not once, or 
twice, but repeatedly; and theſe mi- 
predicted, hundreds of 


racles expreſily 
years — Such were. the proofs 
offered by Chriſt to the diſeiples of 
Join. For e in that ſame hour, While 
neck were preſent, and before their eyes, 
he cured any of their ipfirmities and 
e plagues, and of evil ſpirits, and unto 


many that were blind he ehe ſight. . 


Then ſaid he funto them, o your 
„ Way, and tell Joh what things ye. 
«© have ſeen and heard; bow that the 
6 blind ſee, the lame walk, the lepers 
« are cleanſed, the deaf hear, the dead 
«are raiſed, to the poor the 


« preached. And blend is he whoſo- 
* ever ſhall not be offended in me.” As 
if he had ſaid; I bear not witneſs of 
myſelf; my miracles bear witneſs of me. 

Only 


goſpel is 
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126 Conſiderations on the L ifs and Death 
Seat, VII. Only tell John what you have heard and 


ſeen, and he will, teach you how to 
draw the proper inference. Jaiab, as 
he well knoweth, did foretell, that 


when Meſſiah came, he would perform 


ſuch and ſuch mighty works. Vou 
yourſelves) are eye and ear witneſſes of 
the works done by me. Lay the pre- 


miſes fairly tagether, and you cannot 
be to ſeek for the concluſion 1:1 


Joux had engaged his reputation as 


2 prophet, that Jeſus- of Nazareth, 
whom he baptized in Jordan, would 


anſwer tlie Character of Meſſiah, and 
do the works predicted af him; as ap- 


Pears from John x.'49-qwhere we read, 


that Jeſus,” having eſtaped from the 
_ Jews,” * went again beyond Jordan, 
* unto” the place where John at firſt 
* baptized And there be abode. And 
„many reſorted unto him, and ſaid, 

« John did no miracle: but all things 


'« that Johm ſpake of this man were 


true. And many believed on him 
<6 there.“ Malice itſelf cannot find rea- 


for! to ſuſpect a colluſion, When pro- 


phecies and miracles thus unite their 
teſti- 


of St. Joux the BAPT IST. 125 


teſtimony, and proclaim Jen to 1 the set. VII. 
and Meſſia uf 


ſence, and confeſſed t 


Arx his wot, 4 the eyesſof the blind 
Wente opened, and the eats of the deaf 
unſtopped] the lame man leaped as 
af harth and the tongue of the dumb 
did fing; the leproſy, that foul, 
contagious, and obſtinate diſcafe, for 
which ſo many ceremonies of purifica- 
tion were appointed by the law, was 
healed at onte; and the dead in their 
graves, hearing the voice of the ſon of 
man, came fotth. Every malady and 
infitmity, to which the children of 
Adam werd ſubject, vaniſhed at his pre- 
almighty deli- 
verer of hib people. This, therefore, 
is « He that ſhould come, nor let us 
think of looking for another,” to 
open the eyes of the underſtanding, and 
le in the light of heavenly knowlege 
upon ignorant and benighted minds; 


to remove all obſtructions, formed by 


intereſt, prejudice, or paſſion, and give 

us the hearing ear; to reſtore and invi- 

gorate the will and affections, that we 

may make large advances in the courle 
| Iſai. XxXV. 5, 6. 

of 


- - — F 4 F - N. * - 
, — — . — _—— —— nts 
FCC 


„ 
— * „ - - ors 
— po . 


A 2 2 ” 
* - * 
* * * 11 ” 
—__7 am Lee 


— 


— — 
Crs 
3 


ES, 2 


— 
— — 5 2 o 


128 Confiderations on the Li ife and Death 


Sect. VII. of duty, and run with delig ht the way 


et God's commundmetits}” ' looſe the 


” {tongues which” guilt” hath tied; and 
tune them tò hymns of pralſe and thankſ- 


. giving; to cleanſe us, by his blood, 
wp from all ſin, that le proſy Which exclu- 
* deth from the congregation of 1//ael, 
. tte camp of the ſaints, and tlie beloved 


eity; to raiſe our ſouls from death tb 
life, and our bodies from duſt to glory. 


Þ# « We have found him of Whöm Moſes 
F *in the law, and the prophets did 
þ Write Rabbi, thou art the Soli of 
'$ God, thou" att the King of Ifrael l. 

5 Tu rx is one Partictilaf in- This an 
. kr of Chriſt," Which "remaijicth y 

ungodced Ahe p poor haue the op x 


«preached unto Ao „ 001 1 Lord 810 
referreth to the celebrated paſſage” in 
Iſmah, which; in the H nagdgue 'of 
Nazareth, he had expounded, and de- 
clared to be fulfilled in himſelf. The 
« Spirit of the Lord God is upon, me, 
«becauſe he hath anointed me to preach 
good tidings,” or the Goſpel, ee to 
«the meek,” or poor; “he hath ſent 
« me to proclaim liberty to the captives, 


o John i. 45, 49. 
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; of St. Jeux the Barr ST. 129 
he N cginfort.all that mourn, to give Sn. 
oy T7 « them; beanty for aſhes, the oil of 7 | 
K- for mourgipg , &., The meaning 1 
TI of all the, figurative, expreſſions here 1 
Ty uſed by the, prophet, is this; that Meſ- 1 
105 ſiah ſhould, at hig. appearance, canfer f g 
red upon. ſuch, as, were, dilpaſed to receive i 
"6h them,. the. two great evangelical bleſ- x 
an lings, WEN remiſſion of ſins, and a par- | 
ſes ticipztipn of the Spirit of jay and glad- 1 
aid neſs, with which God had. « anointed 'F 
FF 4 him above, his, fellows. $f _ The, inau- ; 
4 65 guration of Jeſus to all. the offices of the 4 
i. Meſſiab, by, this divine unction, Fohr 
ye had beheld, yhen, after his baptiſm, | 
Fa | be e the Holy Ghoſt deſcending upon 
ml him, and thereby knew him to be that i 
Ain „Rod, or / Branch of Jeſſe, on whom f 
Wehr [faiah had ellewhere foretold, that * the 4 
a « Spirit of the Lord ſhould. reſt *,” H 
175 Nothing therefore could be more appo- 9 
Jl fite, than this part of Chriſt's anſwer, 
* « The poor cat the Goſpel preached 
9100 « unto them; the full import of which, 
dent conſidered as referring to the Lxiſt chap- 
W7] ter of 1/azah, and addreſſed to St. John, 

. . 

= to » Ibid, xi. 1, 2. 
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Conflderations' on ther Riſt and Death 


Seat. VII. is as followeth · Go ſhew John again, 


that the Spirit of the Lord, the Spirit 


of wiſdom and underſtanding, the Spirit 
of might and counſel, 'which ai 
foretold ſhould reſt upon the Rod and 
Branch of 'Jeſſe, and which Jahn ſaw 
deſcending and abiding upon me, in the 
likeneſs of a dove, at my baptiſm, 1s 
not departed from me. The unction of 
the Spirit was not given me for mine 
own uſe; nor is it ſpent, or conſumed, 
although it hath powerfully diffuſed: it- 
ſelf to all about me. By it the poor are 
made rich, being inſtated in the king- 
dom of grace and of the goſpel, and 
anointed heirs unto the kingdom of 
glory. By it every contrite heart is 
healed ; ſuch as were ſhut up are ſet at 


liberty; ſuch as were bound are looſed; 


and by it the Jour of ang 1 e is 
broken”. 01 

Wi ͤmuſt not omit to: mention the 
end for which, according to. the pro- 
phet, all theſe changes were wrought 
in the converts to the Goſpel ;'-* That 
c they might be called Trees of Right- 
*eouſneſs, the planting of the Lord, 


See the Works of Dr Jackſon, Vol. ii, p 542. 
| 40 that 


of Str. JouN the BAPTIST. 131 


n, < that he might be gloriied. The Sa vun. 
rit Red, the Branch of Jefle,” the fi 
rit r Righteous Branch of David, were | 
ah the known titles of the Meſſiah, or Son 1 
ad of David; and it was his glory, while * 
WW he lived upon earth, to make others, a 
he like: himſelf, Trees, or Plants of q 
is „ Nighteouſneſs. This expreſſion, as 3 | 
of it ſtandeth here joined with others * 
ne plaibly deſcriptive of evangelical bene- if 
2d, fits and , comforts, unfoldeth to us the 12 
it- true nature of thoſe wenders which H 
are 1/aiah foretold ſhould. he wrought in the 1 
g- wilderneſs, and which he hath repre- i 
nd ſentetl under ſo rich a vaiiety, of poeti- 8 
of cal imagery ; ſuch as, ſtreams of water 9 
is breaking forth in the deſarts, cauſing ; g 
at them to 1 as the roſe; myrtles C J 
ed; coming up, inſtead. of briars; cedars, Il. 
r is firs; and olive trees, inſtead of thorns, 1 

&c: The purport of theſe figurative i 
the predictions appears, by the paſſage: be- ö ; 

fore us; ta be this; that the dry and 4 

barren, places of Judea, where John 4 

baptired, and preached repentance, 1 

ſhould, in the days of the Meſſiah, be- A 
rd, come a fruitful nurſery of àa new kind ; 
. of Hrn prepared for the celeſtial pa- 
hat R 2 radiſe. Aa 
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Conſiderations on the Life and Death 


Sect. VII. radiſe. Theſe were men of humble, 
peaccable, contrite hearts; ſuch as po- 


verty and diſeaſe had rendered thoſe 
who came to be healed by! Chriſt, and 
the conſideration of our fins and infir- 


mities ſhould render us all. To ſuch is 


the goſpel of the kingdom preached, 
and they with joy receive it. gBleſſed 
re the poor in ſpirit; for theirs is 
e the kingdom of heaven. Bleſſed are 
« the meek ; for they- ſhall! inherit the 
« earth. Bleſſed are they that mourn; 
* for. they ſhall-be comforted?” “. 

To theſe beatitudes let us add one 
more, with which our Lord concludeth 
his anſwer to the queſtion vaſked by 
Fohn's diſciples.“ Bleſſed is he whoſo- 


der the wonderful works done by me, 
as not to be offended at my poor and 
lowly appearance, during the time of 
my humiliation and ſuffering here on 
earth; or at the ſeeming harſhneſs of 
my ſalutary doctrines to fleſh and blood. 
For I well know, that many, though 


they have beheld me giving ſight to the 
blind, 


« ever is not offended in me. In other 
words And now, bleſſed, thrice 
bleſſed are all they, who ſhall ſo conſi- 


— — © «ay PTY RR 
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blind, and vigou 


hear, and raiſing the dead to life again; 
yet, becauſe the truths; which 1 deliver, 
are contrary to their intereſts, their: 
pleaſures, their pride, their prejudices, 
which they are determited not to quit, 
even for the kingdom of heaven; many, 
I ſay, will reject hat they cannot but 
acknowledge to be the counſel of God, 
and put away the word of ſalvation from 
them. Let a man only ſuppteſs his in- 
ordinate deſires of things temporal, and 
he will be diſpoſed to hear What I ſhall 

tell; him of things eternal. Let him 
ceaſe to love the world, and he will 
ceaſe to have any objection ta the Go 
pel. Let but chis heart be open to con- 

viction, and When othe evidence hath, 
been once fairly laid befdte him, he 
will never again aſl the queſtion, “ Art 
i thou che that ſhould me, or do we 
look for another? (39115 1804 (1105 
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r tothe impotent, Sec. VII. 
cleanſing lepers, making the deaf to 
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Confiderations on the Lgfe and Death 


. rage 1 4. 
5 zero w vir. 
*e ara, on the rte 7 
1 S. John' A, Death. * | 


E have now „emed St. 
John through the ſeveral ſtages 
of his life. We have rejoieed with his 
parents and kinsfolk at his birth, and 
ſpent ſome time in contemplation with 
him in the deſarts; we have ſtood by 
him, as a preacher and a baꝑtiſt, at the 
river Jordan, and have been made ac- 
quainted with the repeated teſtimonies 
born by him, at different times, to the 
Meſſiahſhip of -Jeſus 3- we have heard 
him, like another Z/jah; reproving an- 
other Ahab, and have viſited him in 
prifon, where the gloty of bis great 
Maiter, and the ſalvation of thoſe eom- 
mitted to his care, ſtil continued to be 
the objects of his attention. It remains 
only, that we behold him paying that 
debt to nature, from which the greateſt 


of them that are born of women are 
not 


— 
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not exempted. And here our acquaint- Sed. VII. 
ance with him muſt end, till we meet 
him in the kingdom of God. Thus do 
5 ſcenes of real life paſs ſwiftly away, 
F I 
| like thoſe which are deſeribed within 
the compaſs of a ſmall volume like this. 
In the courſe of a few years, the child, 
at whoſe birth we made merry, is be- 
come a man; he ſickens, and dies, and 
we mourn at his funeral” Some gleams 
of ' ſucceſs: and proſperity, perhaps, 
brighten and adorn certain parts of his 
life, as the ſan gilds the edges of a dark 
cloud, or imprints upon it the ſtill more 
beautiful colours of the rainbow. But 
while we gaze, the ſun ſets, the colours 
fade, the bow vaniſttes, and “ the place 
thereof knoweth it no more“. 
Or prophets, as well as of kings, it 
may be obſerved; that there is generally 
but a ſhort interval between their im- 
priſonment and their death; the enmity 
which occaſioned one, ſeldom leaving 
them, till it have accompliſhed the other. 
Andi < more bitter even than death it- 
« ſelf is the woman whoſe heart is 
«© ſnares 
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136 Conſiderations on the Life and Death 


Seck. VIII.“ ſnares and nets, and her hands bands“. 
YV Herod had ' thrown John into priſon ; 


but this would not ſatisfy Herodias. 
Even there ſhe heard him ſtill preach- 
ing upon the old text, and reproaching 

her with her crimnes. She had à quar- 
ce rel againſt him; αιπνe dur, ſhe faſ- 
e tened upon him, and would habe kill- 
c e d him, but; for ſome time, ſhe 
could not®.” For though Herod had 
not religion eiough to produce in him 
the fear of God, he had policy enough 


to produce the fear of the Jews, among 


whom his reputation, as 4 prophet, 
ran very high. Herodias, however, in 
her heart, had determined to effect her 
purpoſe by procuring, ſooner or later, 
the execution of him whom ſhe falſely 

deemed her enemy. As if ſin could not 
be committed with impunity, while 
Jobn was living to hear of it; as if his 
blood would not cry louder than his 
voice had done; or the head of the 
prophet could enter the palace, without 


reproving the adultery of the tetrarch. 


But an pb luſt, in the height of 
4 Eccleſ. vii. 26. 4 
» Mark vi. 19, &c. 

. it's 
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1 it's career, can brook no, obſtruction; Sed. VII. 


and Were it poſſible, as Well as neceſ VP 
ſary, the r would be blown. 


* up to maße way for it. 44 1111 
hs Six being once reſolved on in the, 
Fn heart, an opportunity of committing it is 
m ſeldom. long wanting; and the mind is 
11. upon the watch, to embrace the very 
he firſt that offers. When a convenient 
d *« day was come, that Herod's birth day 
* 4 thou Id be kept, he made a great ſup- 
ih « per to his lords, high captains, and 
dag « chief eſtates. of Galilee,”, It, is cer- 
97 tainly no fin, in a prince to keep his 
% | birth. day, or to make af great ſupper 
er upon it. But how W. much it behoveth a 
ber, man, at ſuch. 1978 of rejoicing, to be 
le upon bis guard, leſt unawares he, be in- 
100 duced, to facrifice. truth, and conſcience 
hile to mit th and gaicty, the melancholy ca- 
F his taſtrophe of this banquet may ſerve. to 
ſhew us; ſinge neither Herad, nor any 


of his gueſts imagined, when they ſate 
down to table on that fatal evening, 
how horribly their great ſupper would 
conclude,. But ſo it happened, that, 
before the night was out, a deed was 
done, which diſplayed to all ſucceeding 
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Co ſiaderatiani on the, Lifa aud Death 
generations the malice and cruelty of 


neſs of Herods \teaching us, at the ſame 
time, that the greateſt of Prophets and 
the beſti of men are not more ſecure 
from violence, than from natural death, 
but rather more expoſed to it than the 
reſt of mankind, if with fidelity and 
fortitude they execute the truſt com- 
mitted to them. 


HEROD IAS. boy heed; awful; 8 


Philip, hadia daughter named Salome, 
who .condeſcended-to, grace the feſtivity 
by dancing before the company, in a 
— 1 Which e pleaſed He rod, and 


„% them that, fat, with, him. A pious 
prelate of qu church, in his contem- 


plations ong this occurrence, obſeryes, 
that “ daneing, in itſelf, 29 it is a ſet; 


regular, harmonious, motion 
t of the bodyn cannot be unlawful, any 
tt more than walking, or running. We 
may add, that it hath in; all ages and 
nations beau one-way, andi that a na- 
tural one, of expreſſing an uncommon 


degree of jay andi gladneſß on which 
account at Was adopted into the number 
of religious ceremonies formerly en- 


joined 


makes her 'a'fooliſh 
that was not enough, confirms it with 
a raſh oath; © Whatſoever thou ſhalt 
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ined to be obſerved by the e of Sea. VIII. 
Jo by the peopl 


God. But for a young lady to appear, 
a8 4 dancer, before Herod and his lords, 


4 « high captains, and chief eſtates of 
« Galilee,” probably, When they were 
well warmed with wine, became only 
the daughter of an Herodias, eee 
by her own mothe.. 

HERO, quite overcome-and 8 
off his guard by Salome's performance, 
promiſe ; and, as if 


« aſk of ime, I will give it thee, to 
the half of my kingdom.“ A very 
handfome recompence; one would think, 
for a dance! But it will appear pre- 
ſently, that the king had not offered 


enough. Half his kingdom would not 


do. Something was required more va- 


Juable than the whole of it, had it ex- 


tended from Juda, quite round the 
globe. Nothing would ſatisfy, but his 
honout, his conſcience, his ſoul; the 


| price which ſin never fails to aſk ! The 
glorious golden opportunity of revenge 


Was not to be loſt. Herodias is conſulted 
— 8 2 | by 


K 8 — KS 
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Sec. VIII. by her daughter, and lo, the ſoft, ten- 
der, delicate Salome reenters, all athirſt 


for blood Give me in a charger 
« the head; of John the Baptiſt: of 
a prophet ;- of a perſon whom thou 
knoweſt to be innocent, holy, up- 
right. Make me this ſacrifice, and 1 
am content. With ſuch eagerneſs and 
ſagacity does © the adultereſs hunt for 


the precious life! 


BAD as Herod was, the petition of 
Salome at firſt ſhocked him. “The king 


ee was ſorry.“ He thought of Fol's 
character, the atrociouſneſs of the mur- 
der, and the opinion which the world 


would entertain of the murderer. But 


the tide, which had ebbed, ſoon flowed 


again, and obliterated, in a moment, 
what had been written on the ſand, 
during 1 it's receſs. The love of Herodias, 


the addreſs of Salomeè, the feſtivity of the 


ſeaſon, and the. preſence. of the * lords 


*, and high captains, who had been 
| witneſſes af the promiſe, and might 
poſſibly approve the propoſal; all theſe 
cjrcumſtances on the fide of the temp- 


tation prevailed. And perhaps, Herod, 
upon recollection, might think that the 
ſuppoſed 
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ever be maſter of again, for complying 
with the importunity” of Herodias, and 
taking off a monitor troubleſome to them 
both. «© For his oath's fake, and for 
« their fakes which fat with him, he 
« would not reje& her.” Thus, if any 
extraordinary wickedneſs is to be tranſ- 
acted, religion muſt be made a cover 
for it. As if Wrong became right, when 
acted in the name of God; and it were 
more acceptable in his Goht, to maſſacre 
a prophet, than to repent of a raſn oath 
made to a fooliſh girl, at a drunken en- 
tertainment. | 

'THe' Baptiſt's fate bel thus de- 
termined, immediately the king ſent 
an executioner, and commanded his 
head to be brought: and he went 
and beheaded him in the priſon.” 


This deed of darkneſs muſt have been 


done in the ſeaſon proper for it, the 


middle of the night, and St. Jom was 
probably awakened, to receive his ſen- 


tence, out of that ſleep, which truth 
and innocence can ſecure to their poſ- 


ſeſſor, in any ſituation. The generality 
of 


ſuppoſed obligation of his oath would Ses. Vin. 
afford him a better excuſe than he ſhoul(d 
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Confiderations onthe Liferand Death 


SeAMIIL of . mankind have reaſon enough to de- 
T precate a ſudden | Fu leſt it ſhonld 


ſuxprize them i; one of 1. 55 many un- 
guarded hours. , 7 to. St. Fob on no hour 
could he 4 He had Giſh d the work 
which God had giyen hin to do. He 
had kept the, 0 and preſerved a con- 
ſcience void of offence. He had done 
his duty, and waited daily and hourly, 
we may be ſure, for his departure. He 
Was now, therefore, called off from his 
ſtation with. honour, to quit the well 
fought field for the palace of the Great 
King 4. t0.rafreſh himſelf, after the duſt, 

and toil, and heat of the day, by bath- 
ing in the fountain of life and.immor- 
tality; to exchange his blood-ſtained 
armour for a robe of glory, and to have 
his temporary labours rewarded with 
eternal reſt ; to ſit down with Abrabum, 
and aac, and Jacob, in the kingdom 
of God ; and, as the Friend of the Bride- 
groom, to enter into the joy of his 
Lord. From the darkneſs and confine- 
ment of a priſon he paſſed to the liberty 
and light of heaven; and while malice 
was gratified with a ſight of his head, 


and his body was carried by a few friends 
| in 
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in ſilence to the grave, his immortal Sec. VII. 
ſpirit repaired to a court, where no 
Herod deſires to have his brother's wife; 
where no Heradias thirſts after the blood 

of a prophet ; where he Who hath la- 
boured, with ſincerity and diligence, in 

the work of reformation,” is ſure to be 

well received ; where holineſs, zeal, 

and conſtancy cc are crowned and re- 

« ceive palms from the Son of God, 

« whom they confeſſed in the world.“ 


So Ants the day-ſtar in the death ved, 

And yet anon uprears his drooping bead, 

And tricks his beams, and oith new ſpangled ore 

Flames in'the forebead of the morning ſty 

He hears the unexpreſſive'naptial- ſong 

In the bleſt kingdoms meek of joy and love. © 

There entertain bim all the ſaints above, 

In ſolemn. troops, and fepees | ſocieties, 

That ing, aud ſinging in their glory move, 

A. wipe EA tears for ever from his eyes. 
MIIL TO. 
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